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Elementary Lesson Plan:  A Geography Lesson Plan Differentiated for Level of Content Understanding and Reading/Writing Levels

Title: Directions and Compass Rose

Grade Level: 1st or 2nd

Objectives

Students will be able to identify the directions on a compass rose.

Students will be able to identify the location of various objects in the classroom by using north, south, east, and west.

Social Studies/Geography Standard

Students will construct a simple map of a familiar area incorporating cardinal direction, scale, and map symbols.

Materials

Visual images of maps of North America with compass roses. The maps can be found at www.randmcnally.com.

Large classroom maps with compass roses.

Large compass rose made out of paper.

Signs and masking tape for North, South, East, and West.

Compass.

List of objects in classroom.

Blank compass rose handouts.

Pencils and clipboards.

Differentiation

Students will be grouped based on their prior knowledge as demonstrated in the pre-assessment and class discussion as well as their reading and writing levels. One group will work independently and the other will receive teacher assistance.

Procedures for Learning Activities

Pre-assessment

Students have been looking at and studying maps all week. At center time, ask students to write and/or draw anything they know about a compass or compass rose. Large classroom maps are pulled down for reference.

Introduction

Assemble students in a large group. Ask if they have ever used a compass or a compass rose. If so, why did they use it? What do compasses and compass roses tell us? Ask some students who drew a compass rose to share their drawings.

Instructional Strategies

Show the students several visual images of maps with compass roses on them using PowerPoint, the overhead, and/or classroom maps. Ask the students again if they know what a compass rose is and why it is used.

Ask what directions are labeled on a compass rose. Focus on the four main directions. Ask students what is the same about all of the compass roses (the directions are located in the same place, even though the compass roses may look somewhat different). Then show the students a real compass and explain that the compass is a moving compass rose that always points north because of the magnetic field of the North Pole. Have a student come up and rotate the compass to show the class where north is. Once the class has determined where north is, call on a student to place the North sign on the north wall. Do the same with south, east, and west.

Show the students the large paper compass rose and place it on the north wall so the students can see the directions in the classroom in two ways: by the words or by the compass rose.

Have a student walk to the North sign and tell the class one thing that is located in that part of the room. Repeat several times with all four directions.

Give each student a list of items located somewhere in the classroom. Break the students into two groups: (1) The Independent Group includes students who showed some knowledge and understanding based on their center work or class discussion and who can read and write independently. Have these students return to their seats and write the directional location (North, South, East, West) next to each item and add additional items and directions. They then get a copy of a blank compass rose, write in the directions, draw or write pictures of objects in the room by the correct direction, and then decorate their compass rose. (2) The Teacher-Assisted Group includes students who show difficulty in understanding the compass rose and/or directions and who are unable to read and write independently. These students stay in the large group space. The teacher hands out clipboards with the list of objects and pencils, then assists the students in identifying the direction of each item. Students write the correct direction on their papers next to the item. Each student is given a blank compass rose and the teacher assists them with writing the directions on it and writing or drawing an object found in the room at the correct directional location.

Closure

Reassemble the large group. Ask the students to explain what a compass rose is and what information it gives us. Draw a compass rose on the board. Have the students identify which direction goes where and report an object in the room located at each direction.

Assessment

Pre-assessment

Review the writings and drawings on compass roses created during center time. Use the information to form groups.

Formative Assessment

Assess knowledge and understanding based on student answers during the large-group discussion. Use information to refine formation of groups.

Post-assessment

Students will be assessed on the list of classroom objects, directions placed on the compass rose, and objects placed on the compass rose (see rubric).

Adapted from a lesson plan by Betsy Lanyard, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, 2001.
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