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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.
General Sources

Library of Congress

www.loc.gov/rr/news/stategov/stategov.html
The Library of Congress provides this page of indexes on state and local government information. Links are available to numerous national, state, and local government sites.

Open Secrets

www.opensecrets.org
While this site mostly concentrates on national political subjects like campaign contribution amounts and sources for members of Congress, it also addresses some important state and local government topics in informative ways.

U.S.A.gov

www.usa.gov
This site contains links to all state government websites and enables users to explore state agencies by subject matter, identify local government associations, and read state and local census data.

UNIT 1: Early Commentaries
Anti-Federalist Papers

www.constitution.org/afp/afp.htm
This site contains some of the most widely read anti-Federalist Papers.

The Federalist Papers Online

www.memory.loc.gov/const/fed/fedpapers.html
This site includes the full text of all 85 Federalist Papers, as well as the Declaration of Independence and other historic documents.

UNIT 2: Intergovernmental Relations

Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations

www.library.unt.edu/gpo/acir/Default.html
Founded in 1959 and disbanded in 1996, this intergovernmental agency was aimed at strengthening the American federal system and improving the ability of national, state, and local governments to cooperate efficiently and effectively. This archived website of the ACIR provides insights into intergovernmental concerns during its 37-year existence.

U. S. Congress

www.congress.org
This site includes a congressional directory, House and Senate committee assignments, and information about laws enacted and bills being considered. Congress plays a significant role in shaping intergovernmental relations.

Council of State Governments

www.csg.org
This resource is dedicated to promoting state solutions regionally and nationally. Founded during the 1930s, the CSG enables state government officials from all three branches to share ideas and plan cooperative programs to foster the well-being of state governments and help them serve their citizens more effectively.

National Center for State Courts

www.ncsc.org
A clearinghouse for information to be shared among state courts, the National Center for State Courts and its website have the goal of improving the administration of justice in state court systems.

Oyez

 www.oyez.org
This site provides information on current and historic Supreme Court cases, as well audio recordings of arguments before the Supreme Court in recent decades. Many pivotal Supreme Court rulings address intergovernmental relations.

UNIT 3: Linkages between Citizens and

Governments

Democratic National Committee (DNC)

www.democrats.org
The DNC website features links to all state Democratic Party websites as well as national party policy stances and news updates.

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press

www.people-press.org
This site presents the results of public opinion polls that report citizens’ views on, among other things, the press, elected officials, and public policy issues.

Project Vote Smart

www.votesmart.org
This site provides information on how national and state legislators vote on key issues and what bills they sponsor. If a candidate has filled out an issue position questionnaire, the results are displayed under the legislator’s name.

Republican National Committee (RNC)

www.gop.com
The RNC site contains links to all state Republican Party websites as well as national party policy stances and news updates.

UNIT 4: Government Institutions and Officeholders

Council on Licensure, Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR)

www.clearhq.org
CLEAR provides a forum for improving the quality and understanding of regulation.

National Governors Association

www.nga.org
This site reports the NGA’s position on legislation pending in Congress, hosts the “NGA Center for Best Practices,” and addresses other matters relating to governors and state governments.

National Conference of State Legislatures

www.ncsl.org
The NCSL tracks trends on major policy issues in the states, compiles reports, and takes positions on national legislation.

National School Boards Association

www.nsba.org
The NSBA provides information to state school board associations and local school boards, advocates on their behalf, and works to strengthen school boards and improve public schooling.

The United States Conference of Mayors

www.usmayors.org
This site presents policy prescriptions, provides videos of national meetings, and includes fact sheets on issues.

UNIT 5: Cities and Suburbs, Counties and Towns

Alliance for Innovation

www.transformgov.org
The Alliance for Innovation is a network of top city and local government leaders that helps pioneer new approaches to managing cities. The site provides networking, research, and training opportunities to local governments.

International City/County Management Association (ICMA)

www.icma.org
The ICMA provides training for local government leaders and offers publications on best practices in city and county management.

National Association of Counties (NACo)

www.naco.org
The NACo site details legislative priorities, offers policy research, and links to county government sites in individual states.

National Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT)

www.natat.org
This site presents NATaT national legislative priorities and links to statewide town/township association homepages.

National League of Cities (NLC)

www.nlc.org
The NLC reports noteworthy city policy initiatives and identifies priorities for national government legislation.

UNIT 6: Fiscal Matters and Economic Development

U.S. Economic Development Administration

www.eda.gov
Located in the U.S. Department of Commerce, the EDA tries to foster economic development in communities across the United States, with a particular emphasis on regional cooperation.

Congressional Budget Office

www.cbo.gov
The CBO provides fiscal analysis of legislation and cost estimates of national government programs and proposed programs, many of which involve state and local governments.

National Association of Development Organizations (NADO)

www.nado.org
This site leads to many national, state, and local government resources, to a host of independent agencies, and to other community development resources. The NADO particularly focuses on regional development organizations that serve small metropolitan areas and rural America.

UNIT 7: Policy Issues

American Bar Association – Criminal Justice

www.americanbar.org/groups/criminal_justice.html
This site contains ABA criminal justice policy recommendations, publications, and news.

American Public Transportation Association

www.apta.com
The APTA site provides public transit news, studies, and links to national and state transportation organizations.

Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS)

www.cops.usdoj.gov
The COPS site promotes community policing strategies, grant applications, and other resources.

In the Public Interest

www.inthepublicinterest.org
This site provides criticisms of public-private partnerships and offers detailed examples of unsuccessful public-private agreements from around the nation.

U.S. Charter Schools

www.uscharterschools.org
This site contains state-by-state charter school policies, guides to creating an effective charter school, and news of charter school developments.
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