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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.
General Sources

The Daily Beast

www.thedailybeast.com

Political and social commentary by award-winning editor, journalist, and author Andrew Sullivan and others, with links to other useful sources.

Fact-checking

www.factcheck.org

www.opensecrets.org

www.politifact.com

If you are not sure you believe what a politician, blogger, television commentator, or organization is saying, here are three sites dedicated to fact-checking political assertions.

The Monkey Cage

www.themonkeycage.org

“Democracy is the art of running the circus from the monkey cage” (H.L. Mencken). Despite its humorous name and epigram, this is a serious blog written by political scientists to relate political science research to current political happenings.

National Review: The Corner

www.nationalreview.com/corner

Part of National Review Online, this blog addresses a whole range of political issues in a timely fashion and from a conservative perspective.

Plain Blog About Politics

http://plainblogaboutpolitics.blogspot.com

“I’m a political scientist blogging about American politics, especially the presidency, Congress, parties, and elections.” So reads Jonathan Bernstein’s description of his blog. Go see for yourself.

Politico

www.politico.com

In its own words, Politico “covers political news with a focus on national politics, Congress, Capitol Hill, lobbying, advocacy, and more.” Scoops and “inside” maneuvering among politicians are emphasized. Politico reports seem to be based on the assumption that readers are generally familiar with the basic workings of the American political system.

Think Progress

www.thinkprogress.org

Created by the Center for American Progress, this site contains blogs about a whole range of political issues in a timely fashion and from a liberal perspective.
UNIT 1: FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN POLITICS

The American Scene

www.theamericanscene.com

Open this site for access to political, cultural, and Web commentary on a number of issues from a conservative political viewpoint.

Brennan Center for Justice

www.brennancenter.org

According to its website, the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law is “a non-partisan public policy and law institute that focuses on the fundamental issues of democracy and justice. Our work ranges from voting rights to campaign finance reform, from racial justice in criminal law to Constitutional protection in the fight against terrorism.” The Brennan Center seems to advocate protecting and extending individuals’ civil rights and civil liberties. 

Library of Congress

www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/NewNation.html

The Library of Congress holds many of the most important documents in United States history, especially those that relate to the founding of the nation. Here you will find not only the original documents, but also a wealth of supplemental material such as correspondence among the founders, copies of relevant proceedings, and events taking place on key dates in the adoption of those documents.

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

www.archives.gov

This official site of the NARA, which oversees the management of all records of the national government, offers easy access to background information for students interested in the policymaking process, including a search function for federal documents and speeches, and much more.

The Pew Center for the People and the Press

http://people-press.org

The Pew Center conducts research on attitudes toward politics, the press, and public policy issues. This site contains a wealth of interesting information on what people in the United States and other nations are thinking.
UNIT 2: STRUCTURES OF AMERICAN POLITICS

Department of State

www.state.gov

View this site for the workings of one major executive branch department. Links explain what the department does, what services it provides, and what it says about U.S. interests around the world. Generally similar information about other executive branch departments can be found at their official websites 
(e.g., www.usda.gov, www.energy.gov, and www.usdoj.gov).

Federal Reserve System

www.federalreserve.gov

Consult this site to learn the answers to FAQs about the structure of the Federal Reserve System, monetary policy, and more. It provides links to speeches and interviews as well as essays and articles presenting different views on the Fed.

Scotusblog

www.scotusblog.com

Sponsored by Bloomberg Law, Scotusblog provides up-to-date reports and commentary on Supreme Court and lower federal court activities. It also presents interesting and useful statistics on the pace of the Supreme Court’s workload and on the tendency of individual justices to vote on cases the same way as other individual justices.

United States House of Representatives

www.house.gov

The official website of the House of Representatives provides information about current and past House members and agendas, the legislative process, and more. You can learn about events on the House floor as they happen.

United States Senate

www.senate.gov

The Senate website provides information about current and past Senate members and agendas, legislative activities, and committees.

United States Supreme Court

www.supremecourt.gov

The official website of the Supreme Court contains recent opinions, biographies of the nine justices, and some background information on the Court.

White House

www.whitehouse.gov

The White House website contains presidential speeches, press briefings, and issue positions of the incumbent president.
UNIT 3: PROCESS OF AMERICAN POLITICS

FiveThirtyEight

http://fivethirtyeight.blogs.nytimes.com

FiveThirtyEight includes fascinating detail about the science and limitations of polling as well as critiques of data and analyses from other sites. This is the site of acclaimed election prognosticator Nate Silver, who in 2008 correctly predicted every U.S. Senate race and all but one state (Indiana) in the presidential election. In 2012, Silver correctly predicted every state in the 2012 presidential election and all but two 2012 Senate contests (North Dakota and Montana). FiveThirtyEight (which refers to the number of votes in the Electoral College) originally had its own website, but since August 2010 has been hosted by The New York Times.

The Gallup Organization

www.gallup.com

Open this Gallup Organization home page for links to an extensive archive of public opinion poll results and special reports on a variety of topics related to American society, politics, and government.

Poynter Online

www.poynter.org

The site of the Poynter Institute for Media Studies provides extensive links to information and resources about the media, including media ethics and reporting techniques. Many bibliographies and websites are included.

Real Clear Politics

www.realclearpolitics.com

This site presents, in a timely and easily accessible manner, the latest published poll results on a variety of political topics, including, of course, how candidates are faring during election campaigns. There are also commentaries from a range of sources about campaigns and American politics more generally. Like FiveThirtyEight, it is a popular and authoritative source for so-called political junkies.

Tech President

www.techpresident.com

This site began as a “cross-partisan group blog covering 
how the 2008 presidential candidates were using the web, 
and . . . how content generated by voters affected the campaign.” It has now expanded to cover how candidates and government offices at all levels are using the web and how citizens are responding.

United States Election Project

www.elections.gmu.edu

This project “is an information source for the United States electoral system. The mission is . . . to provide timely and accurate election statistics, electoral laws, research reports, 
and other useful information regarding the United States 
electoral system.” Professor Michael McDonald of George 
Mason University runs the site, which political scientists 
view as an authoritative and timely source for election-related statistics.
UNIT 4: PRODUCTS OF AMERICAN POLITICS

American Diplomacy

www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat

American Diplomacy is an online “journal of commentary, analysis, and research on U.S. foreign policy and its practice.”

Cato Institute

www.cato.org

The Cato Institute website provides conservative commentary 
on American politics, with a particular emphasis on individual liberty.

Ezra Klein—Wonkblog

www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog

This site presents mostly liberal commentary on American politics by Ezra Klein and others.

Council on Foreign Relations

www.cfr.org

Founded in 1921, the Council on Foreign Relations seeks to help individuals to “better understand the world and the foreign policy choices facing the United States and other countries.” The website includes blogs by recognized experts on various foreign policy issues and other pertinent resources.

Paul Krugman

http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com

A Nobel Prize winning economist, New York Times columnist, 
and liberal, Paul Krugman discusses mostly economic issues.

Tax Foundation

www.taxfoundation.org

Founded in 1937, the Tax Foundation provides critical analysis of tax policies at all levels of American government and works “for simple, sensible tax policy.” In its advocacy role, the Foundation favors lower taxes for Americans. 
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