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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.
General Sources

Children’s Defense Fund (CDF)

www.childrensdefense.org

At this site of the CDF, an organization that seeks to ensure that every child is treated fairly, there are reports and resources regarding current issues facing today’s youth, along with national statistics on various subjects.

Council for Professional Recognition (CDA)

www.cdacouncil.org

The Child Development Associate National Credentialing Program (CDA) is the most widely accepted credential for the field of Early Childhood Education. It is earned after a stringent set of criteria are met which include knowledge of and experience with young children and their families. It is recognized as one of many professional development and preparation opportunities for the field. Candidates identify one of four areas for specialization: Infants & Toddlers, Preschoolers, Family Child Care, or Home Visitor. 

National Association for the Education of Young Children

www.naeyc.org

The NAEYC website is a valuable tool for anyone working with young children. This is the professional organization for anyone working with young children from birth–age eight. 
U.S. Department of Education

www.ed.gov/pubs/TeachersGuide

Government goals, projects, grants, and other educational programs are listed here as well as many links to teacher services and resources.

UNIT 1: BUILDING A STRONG FOUNDATION

Child Care and Early Education Research Connections

www.researchconnections.org

This site offers excellent help for anyone looking for research based data related to early childhood education. Full text articles and other reference materials are available along with a list of current grants, jobs, and events. 

Child Care Directory: Care Guide

www.care.com

Find licensed/registered child care by zip code at this site. See prescreened profiles and get free background checks on providers. Pages for parents along with additional links are also included.

Harvard Family Research Project

www.hfrp.org

For twenty-five years The Harvard Family Research Project has provided quality information on families, education, and young children. There are many resources and areas of research presented on this useful site.

Early Childhood Care and Development

www.ecdgroup.com

This site concerns international resources in support of children to age 8 and their families. It includes research and evaluation, policy matters, programming matters, and related websites. ECCD works through coordinated advocacy and awareness-raising. 

Global SchoolNet Foundation

www.gsn.org

Access this site for multicultural education information. The site includes news for teachers and students, as well as chat rooms, links to educational resources, programs, and contests and competitions. Helpful site for teachers serving diverse populations. 

Mid-Continent Research for Education and Learning

www2.mcrel.org/compendium

This site provides a listing of standards and benchmarks that include content descriptions from 15 significant subject areas and documents from multiple content areas.

Spark Action

www.sparkaction.com

This is an online journalism and advocacy center by and for those in the profession of care and education for children and youth. 

The National Association of State Boards of Education

www.nasbe.org

Included on this site are links for various issues affecting education today. The topics change regularly.
UNIT 2: YOUNG CHILDREN, THEIR FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES

Administration for Children and Families

www.dhhs.gov

This site provides information on federally funded programs that promote the economic and social well-being of families, children, and communities.

The AARP Grandparent Information Center

www.aarp.org/relationships/friends-family

The center offers tips for raising grandchildren, activities, health and safety, visitations, and other resources to assist grandparents.

All About Asthma

www.pbs.org/parents/arthur/asthma/index.html

This is a fact sheet/activity book featuring the popular TV character Arthur who has asthma. The site gives statistics and helps parents, teachers, and children understand asthma as well as many other issues affecting young children. It gives tips on how to decrease asthma triggers. It has English, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Tagalog versions of some of the materials.

Allergy Kids Foundation

http://allergykids.com

Developed by Robyn O’Brien, a mother committed to helping children and families everywhere deal with allergies, this site is extremely valuable for all families and school personnel. Tip sheets are provided that can be shared with teachers and families as well as items for purchase to support allergic children.

Children, Youth and Families Education and Research Network

www.cyfernet.org

This excellent site contains useful links to research from key universities and institutions. The categories include early childhood, school age, teens, parents and family, and community.

National Network for Child Care

www.nncc.org

This network brings together the expertise of many land grant universities through their cooperative extension programs. These are the programs taped back in early 1965 to train the 41,000 teachers needed for the first Head Start programs that summer. The site contains information on over 1,000 publications and resources related to child care. Resources for local conferences in early childhood education are included.

National Safe Kids Campaign

www.babycenter.com

This site includes an easy-to-follow milestone chart as well as additional information on pregnancy and child rearing.

Zero to Three

www.zerotothree.org

Find here developmental information on the first 3 years of life—an excellent site for both parents and professionals.

UNIT 3: DIVERSE LEARNERS
Child Welfare League of America (CWLA)

www.cwla.org

The CWLA is the United States’ oldest and largest organization devoted entirely to the well-being of vulnerable children and their families. Its website provides links to information about issues related to morality and values in education.

The Council for Exceptional Children

www.cec.sped.org/index.html

Information on identifying and teaching children with a variety of disabilities. The Council for Exceptional Children is the largest professional organization for special educators.

First Signs

http://firstsigns.org

First Signs is dedicated to educating parents and professionals about autism and related disorders. There are sections on initial concerns, screening, and diagnosis and treatment of young children showing signs of autism and related disorders. 

Make Your Own Web page

www.teacherweb.com

Easy step-by-step directions for teachers at all levels to construct their own web page. Parents can log on and check out what is going on in their child’s classroom.

National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care

http://nrckids.org

Search through this site’s extensive links to find information on health and safety in child care. Health and safety tips are provided, as are other child-care information resources.
UNIT 4: SUPPORTING YOUNG CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT
Action for Healthy Kids

www.actionforhealthykids.org

This organization works to assist the ever increasing numbers of students who are overweight, undernourished, and sedentary. They feature a campaign for school wellness.

American Academy of Pediatrics

www.aap.org

Pediatricians provide trusted advice for parents and teachers. The AAP official site includes position statements on a variety of issues related to the health and safety of young children.

You Can Handle Them All

www.disciplinehelp.com

This site describes different types of behavioral problems and offers suggestions for managing these problems.

UNIT 5: EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES THAT HELP CHILDREN THRIVE IN SCHOOL
Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI)

www.acei.org

This site, established by the oldest professional early childhood education organization, describes the association, its programs, and the services it offers to both teachers and families. Standards for elementary education are included. 

Donors Choose

www.donorschoose.org

Every teacher who works in a high need area should bookmark this site. Educators register an item needed for their classroom or school and donors committed to education make a pledge to help fund the project. When enough money is donated the item is purchased and shipped to the school. Teachers and students write a thank you note. 

Reggio Emilia

http://reggioalliance.org

This is the North American Alliance for Reggio Emilia and provides many resources for anyone interested in the Reggio approach. There is information on conferences and the current Reggio Emilia exhibit touring the United States through 2014. 
UNIT 6: TEACHING PRACTICES THAT HELP CHILDREN THRIVE IN SCHOOL
Meet Me at the Corner

www.meetmeatthecorner.org

Teachers can view or submit their own virtual field trips for children to view. New educational, kid-friendly episodes are uploaded every two weeks. Included are links to fun websites and learning centers with follow-up questions.

Busy Teacher’s Cafe

www.busyteacherscafe.com

This is a website for early childhood educators with resource pages for everything from worksheets to classroom management.

International Children’s Digital Library

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/index.shtml

The ICDL Foundation promotes tolerance and respect for diverse cultures by providing access to the best of children’s literature from around the world. Hundreds of books from around the world can be read online in a variety of languages. This site enables English language learners to read books in their native language as well as books in English. 
UNIT 7: CURRICULAR ISSUES
Action for Healthy Kids

www.actionforhealthykids.org

This organization works to assist the ever increasing numbers of students who are overweight, undernourished, and sedentary. They feature a campaign for school wellness.

American Library Association

www.ala.org

This is a go to site for teachers looking for books to use in the classroom. Recommended book lists as well as reviews can be found. Lists of award winning books are available. 

Awesome Library for Teachers

www.awesomelibrary.org/teacher.html

Open this page for links and access to teacher information on everything from educational assessment to general child development topics.

Free Resources for Educational Excellence

http://free.ed.gov

This site offers close to 2,000 resources across all content areas for teachers to supplement learning experiences in their classrooms.

Idea Box

http://theideabox.com

This site is geared toward teachers and parents and has many good activities for creating, playing, and singing. The activities are creative and educational and can be done at home or in a classroom.

International Reading Association

www.reading.org

This organization for professionals who are interested in literacy contains information about the reading process and assists teachers in dealing with literacy issues.

Kid Fit

www.kid-fit.com

A preschool physical education program designed to instill healthy lifestyle habits for young children. Includes some free physical educational activities as well as suggestions for preventing childhood obesity. 

The Perpetual Preschool

www.perpetualpreschool.com

This site provides teachers with possibilities for learning activities, offers chats with other teachers and resources on a variety of topics. The theme ideas are a list of possibilities and should not be used in whole, but used as a starting point for building areas of investigation that are relevant and offer firsthand experiences for young children.

Phi Delta Kappa

www.pdkintl.org

This important organization publishes articles about all facets of education. By clicking on the links in this site, for example, you can check out the journal’s online archive, which has resources such as articles having to do with assessment.

Tagxedo

www.tagxedo.com

Makes word clouds, like Wordle, but with more control over the style and shape of your cloud. Useful for teachers to use in the primary classroom.

Teacher Planet

http://teacherplanet.com

Helpful resources for busy teachers which will save time and money are included on this site. There are resources for teachers who work with all ages of children. 

Teacher Quick Source

www.teacherquicksource.com

Originally designed to help Head Start teachers meet the child outcomes, this site can be useful to all preschool teachers. Domains can be linked to developmentally appropriate activities for classroom use.

Teachers Helping Teachers

www.pacificnet.net/~mandel

Free lesson plans, educational resources, and resources to improve test scores are included. Access is free and material on the site is updated weekly during the school year. 

Technology Help

www.apples4theteacher.com

This site helps teachers incorporate technology into the classroom. Full of interactive activities children can do alone, with a partner, or for full group instruction in all subject areas. Teachers can sign up for an email newsletter. 

Wordle

www.wordle.net

Wordles are “word clouds” from text that you provide. The clouds give greater prominence to words that appear more frequently in the source text. You can tweak your clouds with different fonts, layouts, and color schemes. The images you create with Wordle are yours to use however you like. You can print them out or save them to the Wordle gallery to share with your friends. 
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