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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.

General Sources
Yahoo Social Science/Urban Studies

http://dir.yahoo.com/social_science/urban_studies
Yahoo provides links to sources on urban growth, urban ecology, sprawl, sprawl and urban theory and theorists.

UNIT 1: Urban Growth, Decline, and Renaissance

Coney Island History Site

www.westland.net/coneyisland
This website presents the fascinating story of the changing face of Coney Island, the beach and boardwalk mecca that provided recreation for millions of New York City immigrants who sought relief from the city’s summer heat. Initially a resort for the city’s elite, Coney Island’s beach and amusement parks soon provided a recreational outlet for the immigrants from Europe who lived in the city’s overcrowded tenement districts. Today, a changing Coney Island serves a “new immigration.”

First Suburbs, The Brookings Institution

www.brookings.edu/topics/first-suburbs.aspx?page=2
Many of the nation’s inner-ring suburban communities, once centers of easy living and prosperity, are showing new weaknesses, with infrastructure, housing, and social problems that have more in common with the central cities than with rapidly growing exurbs and edge cities. The Brookings Institution presents solid documentation and policy recommendations for a nation that, over the years, will have to cope with the problems of older, more mature suburbs.

Katrina Reading Room, The Brookings Institution—Quality material that reviews the rebuilding of New Orleans and the Gulf region in the years following the devastation of the storm and the flooding.

www.brookings.edu/metro/katrina-reading-room.aspx
The Brookings Institution presents a variety of studies which reviews the results of various policy instruments as they have been used to aid the rebuilding of New Orleans.

Kirwan Institute, The Ohio State University

http://kirwaninstitute.org
In its own words, the Kirwan Institute seeks to “deepen our understanding of the causes and solutions to racial and ethnic disparities and hierarchies.” The Institute details racial imbalances in urban development, housing, and schools; it explores fair housing and regional equity solutions.

National Fair Housing Alliance

www.nationalfairhousing.org
This bipartisan group is dedicated to ending discrimination in housing. It promotes “fair housing” and seeks to combat the continuing existence of racial steering and discrimination in housing markets.

Public Policy Institute of California

www.ppic.org/main/policyareas.asp
The PPIC is a nonpartisan institute that presents research on a wide variety of policy issues in California, including how global forces and various state and national policies affect the Los Angeles region and communities throughout California. PPIC’s focus includes economic development, education, immigration, the impact of state and national fiscal and budgetary decisions, and the alternative financial tools for providing the infrastructure to support the state’s future growth.

UNIT 2: Gentrification, Globalization and the City

Creative Class

http://creativeclass.com
This website reflects the writings and ideas of economist Richard Florida who seeks to identify the various means by which cities can attract and support the “creative class.” The site maintains a Media Showcase that includes various television and radio interviews with Dr. Florida.

Gentrification Web

http://members.lycos.co.uk/gentrification
This website, designed by Tom Slater, provides a bibliography and various articles on the impacts of gentrification. Highly critical of market-led gentrification, the site provides links to works that rebut the claim that gentrification brings substantial benefits to the residents of poorer communities.

Gotham Gazette

www.gothamgazette.com/city
Gotham Gazette is a daily publication that reviews politics and urban development in New York City. Among the Gazette’s interests are: the city’s post-9/11 rebuilding efforts, projects aimed at downtown and community revitalization, the continuing controversy over the construction of new sports stadiums and arenas, and the impact of immigration on the city.

Great Cities Institute, at the University of Illinois-Chicago

www.uic.edu/cuppa/gci/index.shtml
The GCI explores the changes that post-industrialism and globalization have brought to Chicago and other major cities in the national and world economy. Be sure to look at the series of GCI Working Papers that GCI sometimes makes available online.

National Immigration Forum

www.immigrationforum.org
This advocacy group welcomes continued immigration as congruent with the best of America’s traditions and values. The Forum argues that immigrants contribute to the national and local economies as well as to the vibrant life of local communities. The Forum seeks to rebut many of what it sees as the specious arguments that exaggerate the negative impacts of immigration.

Urban Institute

www.urban.org
Simply one of the premier organizations when it comes to the scholarly study of urban issues and public policy, the Urban Institute presents in-depth intensive analyses of immigration, housing revitalization, welfare reform, education performance innovations, and local public finance and tax policy.

UNIT 3: Competitive Pressures and Economic Development

Field of Schemes

www.fieldofschemes.com
This companion website to the book Field of Schemes: How the Great Stadium Swindle Turns Public Money into Private Profit by Neil deMause and Joanna Cagan, presents links to a great many articles that cast a critical eye on the vast public subsidies given to new sports stadiums and convention centers.

UNIT 4: Citizen Participation

Governance Institute: Citizen Participation

http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~egovinst/website/citizenspg.htm
Discusses the various opportunities that changes in e-technology will bring to the realm of citizen participation, including new opportunities for citizen engagement in local government.

National Civic Review

www.ncl.org/publications/ncr
For more than a century, the National Civic League has been an important voice in the urban reform movement in the U.S. Its journal, the National Civic Review, offers numerous examples of urban reform efforts, including innovations designed to enhance citizen participation in local affairs and new efforts to promote intergovernmental cooperation in the metropolis. A number of the journal’s articles are available online, free of charge. Other articles can be obtained via subscription or through your university library.

Shelterforce

www.shelterforce.org
This journal is devoted to the development of a more equitable city. It presents articles on neighborhood organizing efforts, affordable housing, and community and local economic development.

UNIT 5: School Choice and School Reform

Brookings Institution: School Choice; School Vouchers; Charter Schools; Urban and Inner-city Schools

www.brookings.edu/topics/school-choice.aspx
www.brookings.edu/topics/school-vouchers.aspx
www.brookings.edu/topics/charter-schools.aspx
www.brookings.edu/topics/urban-and-innercity-schools.aspx
This Washington “think tank” presents research reports and the transcripts of scholarly forums that review the evidence regarding choice programs and other reform measures undertaken and an effort to improve inner-city education.

Center for Education Reform

www.edreform.com
This advocacy group urges that governments expand school choice.

Civil Rights Project, UCLA

www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu
Initially founded at Harvard University in 1996, the CRP monitors the nation’s policies and progress on civil rights, with a special focus on the racial integration of schools.

Center for School Reform at the Heartland Institute

www.heartland.org/schoolreform-news.org/index.html
This “think tank” highlights a number of reports and news articles as part of its commitment to promoting individual freedom and free-market policy solutions, including choice in education.

National Center on School Choice, Vanderbilt University

www.vanderbilt.edu/schoolchoice/research-home.html
The Center presents studies on the impacts of a variety of school choice programs, including vouchers, charter schools, and magnet schools.

School Choice, Wisconsin

www.schoolchoiceinfo.org
A collection of news articles and more scholarly studies that analyze the impact of school choice programs, with a special focus on the Milwaukee school voucher program and Milwaukee’s use of charter schools.

Thomas B. Fordham Institute

www.fordhaminstitute.org/template/index.cfm
A think-tank committed to the advancement of school choice and other educational reform measures.

UNIT 6: Policing and Crime

Prof. Wesley G. Skogan Home Page: Community Policing; Crime and Disorder

www.skogan.org
Professor Skogan is one of the nation’s foremost experts on the subject of community policing. His website offer an extensive listing of book chapters, articles, and research reports. Be sure to look at the site’s links to studies of the broken-windows approach to order maintenance as well as Skogan’s and his team’s numerous studies of community policing in Chicago and Britain.

The Urban Institute, Policing and Crime Prevention

www.urban.org/center/jpc/projects/Policing-and-Crime-Prevention.cfm
A Washington-based “think tank” that explores a variety of urban policy initiatives, including the effectiveness of various approaches to reducing crime in the city and in public housing.

UNIT 7: A Suburban Nation: Suburban Growth, Diversity, and the Possibilities of a “New Urbanism” and a “New Regionalism”

The Brookings Institution: First Suburbs

www.brookings.edu/topics/first-suburbs.aspx
This Washington-based “think tank” presents numerous research reports and newspaper articles as it examines the current state of America’s older suburbs and the policies that can prevent their decline.

Congress for a New Urbanism

www.cnu.org
CNU is one of the strongest voices for New Urbanism. Its numerous publications and reports, including the Charter for a New Urbanism, detail the principles of the New Urbanism movement and various efforts to create move livable and sustainable inner-city communities and suburbs.

First Suburbs Coalition

www.marc.org/firstsuburbs
How should the nation deal with the jobs, housing, and infrastructure problems of America’s aging suburbs, communities that enjoyed rapid growth following World War II, but many which are suffering decline today? The focus of this site is on efforts in Missouri and Kansas. Be sure to look at the links to similar efforts undertaken in other Midwest states, including Michigan and Ohio.

National Geographic Magazine, Urban Sprawl

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/data2001/07/01/html/ft_20010701.3.html
Useful and quite readable material on sprawled development and its impacts.

Newurbanism.org
www.newurbanism.org
This is another excellent site that presents more reports, ideas, and illustrative examples from the New Urbanism movement as it seeks to build livable and sustainable communities by reducing sprawl and promoting both walkable communities and the use of mass transit.

Sierra Club, Stopping Sprawl

www.sierraclub.org/sprawl
The Sierra Club is the long-serving advocate for preserving the natural environment of the U.S.

Smart Communities Network: Urban Growth Boundaries

www.smartcommunities.ncat.org/landuse/urban.shtml
This site provides links to various resources on urban growth boundaries in metropolitan (Portland) Oregon, and in other U.S. and foreign cities.

Sprawl Watch Clearinghouse

www.sprawlwatch.orgl
A wealth of articles on sprawl, it impact, and on various policies for containing future sprawled development.

UNIT 8: Toward Sustainable Cities and Suburbs?

The Brookings Institution: Transportation

www.brookings.edu/topics/transportation.aspx
The Brookings Institution presents a discussion of numerous alternative transportation policies for Urban America.

Green Cities

http://greencities.com
Explores green construction practices and various measures that can be taken to make urban development more compatible with environmental values.

Our Green Cities, featuring Dr. Kent Portney, Tufts University

http://ourgreencities.com/ www.brookings.edu/topics/transportation.aspx
Dr. Portney is one of the leading experts on sustainable cities, attempting to discover policies that advance all three legs of the sustainable development triangle.

Resources For the Future: Transportation and Urban Land

www.rff.org/Focus_Areas/Pages/Transportation_and_Urban_Land.aspx
RFF looks at alternative ways at reducing the strain that urban growth places on resources. It probes alternative policies to reduce the social costs of driving, including the development of cleaner cars, and incentives to promote the use of mass transit. RFF also advocates water conservation and smart growth.

Sierra Club

www.sierraclub.org/sprawl
Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest environmental organization. As part of its agenda of environmental protection, the Sierra Club seeks alternatives to continued sprawled development. Particularly noteworthy are the organization’s reports on Building Better.
Smart Growth America

http://smartgrowthamerica.org
This advocacy group seeks to curb sprawled development in order to promote historic preservation, the protection of farmland and green spaces, and the development of “healthy” cities and suburbs.

Sprawl & Growth

www.plannersweb.com/articles/sprawl-articles.html
Various articles from Planning Commissioners Journal present competing views on urban sprawl and the desirability of smart-growth policies.

Sustainable Cities

http://sustainable cities.net
The name of this organization says it all. Can policies be adopted to make urban growth and development more compatible with environmental values?

UNIT 9: The Future of Cities and Suburbs: The United States and the World

Planetizen

www.planetizen.com
Tons of discussion of various urban planning issues, including transportation, and the environment.

Planum

www.planum.net
The e-zine of the European Journal of Planning, this online forum presents a large number of articles on various aspects of European urban planning, including the impact of immigration and the European city of the future.

Squatter City

http://squattercity.blogspot.com
Robert Neuwirth is the author of Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters, A New Urban World, in which he recounted his experiences living in the slums and favelas of India, Brazil, and Kenya. In this blog, he continues the discussion of the various housing problems that poor people face in LDCs and the government policies that too often exacerbate those problems.

United Nations Human Settlements Programme

www.unhabitat.org
UN-Habitat seeks to promote shelter for all, with a particular focus on providing alternatives to the slum/squatter communities in lesser developed countries. Particularly noteworthy are the UN-Habitat reports on such topics as Cities in a Globalizing World and The Challenge of Slums.
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

www.hud.gov
This national government department devoted to urban affairs presents a broad series of reports on government policies toward cities, including housing (notably reports on efforts to combat homelessness and the government’s HOPE VI efforts to tear down and replace high-rise public housing), and local community and economic development. During the Obama administration, HUD has also given new emphasis to inter-departmental action at neighborhood stabilization; efforts to build partnerships that will help stem the decline of distressed communities, especially communities hard-hit by housing foreclosures and abandonment. Also noteworthy is the Department’s efforts at “fair housing”. Be sure to hit on the site’s “Library” link in order to access a wide variety of reports and analyses.
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