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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.
General Sources

Yahoo Social Science/Urban Studies

http://dir.yahoo.com/social_science/urban_studies

Yahoo provides links to sources on urban growth, urban ecology, sprawl, and urban theory and theorists.

UNIT 1: WHY CITIES? THE IMPORTANCE OF CITIES

“City Centered, Investing in Metropolitan Areas to Build the Next Economy,” The Brookings Institution

www.brookings.edu/research/articles/2010/10/21-metro-economy-katz

Bruce Katz, vice-president of The Brookings Institution, calls on governments to undertake “smart” investments that will enhance the productive capacity of metropolitan areas. The site also contains links to videos in which Katz explains the importance of urban regions to national economic prosperity.

Edward Glaeser, Papers on the Web

www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/glaeser/papers_glaeser

Harvard University economist Edward Glaeser has written on a vast array of urban topics, including entrepreneurship and the city, the importance of social capital (investment in people and skill development), the “clustering” industries, and how cities offer the advantages of “agglomeration” to businesses.

New York: A Documentary Film, Online

www.pbs.org/wnet/newyork

The Web companion to Ric Burns’s excellent documentary series contains numerous supporting documents and video clips that reveal how the functions served by New York City have evolved over the years.

Planetizen: The Urban Planning, Design, and Development Network

www.planetizen.com

This site contains a wide range of commentary by urban observers, including articles on the functions of cities, how cities foster creativity, post-industrial transformation, and alternative strategies for local economic development.
UNIT 2: THE CONTEMPORARY URBAN SITUATION: THE GROWTH, DECLINE, AND RENAISSANCE OF CITIES

Coney Island History Site

www.westland.net/coneyisland

A fun site with wonderful photos that reveal how New York City has changed over the years, as seen in the evolution of the city’s fabled beachfront boardwalk and entertainment center.

First Suburbs, The Brookings Institution

www.brookings.edu

Documents the state of the nation’s older, more mature suburbs. To find the most relevant reports and articles, be sure to paste the phrase “first suburbs” into the site’s search engine.

Katrina Reading Room, The Brookings Institution

www.brookings.edu/metro/katrina-reading-room.aspx

Examines the rebuilding of New Orleans (and the larger Gulf Coast region) after Hurricane Katrina and the subsequent flooding that destroyed much of the city.

Kirwan Institute, The Ohio State University

http://kirwaninstitute.org

The interconnections between race and patterns of urban development.

National Fair Housing Alliance

www.nationalfairhousing.org

An alliance of nonprofit housing organizations and civil rights groups that seeks to fight discrimination in the nation’s housing markets.

Public Policy Institute of California

www.ppic.org/main/policyareas.asp

The development choices faced by cities in California.

Resource Centres on Urban Agriculture and Food Security

www.ruaf.org

Web links to reports, videos, and newspaper articles on how cities can promote community gardens and urban farming and thereby bring fresh produce to the “food deserts” of impoverished inner-city neighborhoods.

Urban Agriculture News

http://urbanagriculture-news.blogspot.com

How cities can repurpose vacant land for community gardens and urban farming.

UNIT 3: GENTRIFICATION, GLOBALIZATION, AND THE CITY

The Brookings Institution, Immigration

www.brookings.edu/topics/immigration.aspx

Studies of the impact of immigration on U.S. communities.

The Brookings Institution, “Dealing with Neighborhood Change: A Primer on Gentrification and Policy 
Choices”

www.brookings.edu/es/urban/gentrification/gentrification.pdf

Alternative approaches to gentrification, as seen in Atlanta, Cleveland, Washington, D.C., and the San Francisco Bay Area.

Center for an Urban Future

www.nycfuture.org/content/search/topicsearch.cfm?topicarea=39

A New York think tank looks at immigration, technological change, and the future of cities.

Center for Immigration Studies

www.cis.org

The consequences of uncontrolled immigration.

Creative Class

http://creativeclass.com

This website reflects the writings and ideas of economist Richard Florida, who seeks to identify the various means by which cities can attract and support the “creative class.” The site maintains a Media Showcase that includes various television and radio interviews with Dr. Florida.

Gentrification Web

http://members.lycos.co.uk/gentrification

This website, designed by Tom Slater, provides a bibliography and various articles on the impacts of gentrification. Highly critical of market-led gentrification, the site provides links to works that rebut the claim that gentrification brings substantial benefits to the residents of poorer communities.

Gotham Gazette

www.gothamgazette.com/city

A review of politics and economic and community development in New York City.

Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois – Chicago  
http://uic.edu/cuppa/gci/index.shtml

The GCI explores the changes that post-industrialism and globalization have brought to Chicago and other major cities in the national and world economy. Be sure to look at the series of GCI Working Papers that GCI sometimes makes available 
online.

National Immigration Forum

www.immigrationforum.org

This advocacy group welcomes continued immigration as congruent with the best of America’s traditions and values. The Forum argues that immigrants contribute to the national and local economies as well as to the vibrant life of local communities. The Forum seeks to rebut many of what it sees as the specious arguments that exaggerate the negative impacts of immigration.

Partnership for a New American Economy

www.renewoureconomy.org

A bipartisan group of mayors and business leaders underscore the contributions that immigrants make to the U.S. economy.

Right to the City

www.righttothecity.org

Fights gentrification, land speculation, and displacement.

Urban Institute

www.urban.org

Reports on a vast range of urban housing and development issues, including gentrification and policies that can mitigate displacement.

Urban Land Institute

www.uli.org

The ULI seeks policies that balance economic growth with competing environmental and community priorities. See, in particular, Managing Gentrification: A ULI Community Catalyst Report (2006).
UNIT 4: COMPETITIVE PRESSURES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

American Public Transportation Association, Center for High-Speed Rail

www.highspeedrailonline.com

APTA supports high-speed rail.

Californians for High-Speed Rail

www.ca4hsr.org

A grassroots organization that seeks the construction of complete HSR systems, including HSR stations located in the centers of major cities that are fed by local mass transit.

Field of Schemes

www.fieldofschemes.com

A large collection of newspaper articles and research reports on cost overruns, extravagance, and the one-sided nature of numerous sports stadium projects.

Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO), State of California: 2011 report High-Speed Rail Is at a Critical Juncture
www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2011/trns/high_speed_rail/high_speed_rail_051011.pdf

The LAO recommended major modification in a California HSR system, given the fiscal difficulties suffered by the state.

Midwest High-Speed Rail Association

www.midwesthsr.org

Argues that investment in high-speed rail will help transform the ailing economy of the American Midwest.

The Railist: High-Speed Rail News, a Project of Planetizen

www.therailist.com

Tons of discussion of various urban planning issues, including transportation.

Reason Foundation

www.reason.org

Insights that are highly critical of the government’s use of eminent domain powers and of the provision of taxpayer subsidies for new sports stadiums and high-speed rail.

U.S. Conference of Mayors. 2010 Report The Economic Impacts of High-Speed Rail on Cities and Their Metropolitan Areas
www.usmayors.org/highspeedrail

Argues that HSR stations can serve as the hubs of both local and national economic growth.

U.S. High-Speed Rail Association

www.ushsra.com

The rail industry envisions a 17,000-mile dedicated-track system with trains running at speeds of up to 220 mph.
UNIT 5: CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

CommunityWealth.Org, the Democracy Collaborative of the University of Maryland

http://community-wealth.org/strategies/panel/cdcs/articles.html

Contains links to a variety of articles and reports on community development corporations (CDCs).

E-Governance Institute: Citizen Participation

http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~egovinst/Website/citizenspg.htm

National Civic Review

www.ncl.org/publications/ncr

Reports on the large variety of participatory mechanisms available to local governments.

Shelterforce

www.shelterforce.org

Focuses on housing and community development matters, including the contributions of CDCs and other community-based organizations.

UNIT 6: SCHOOL CHOICE AND SCHOOL REFORM

Brookings Institution: School Choice; School Vouchers; Charter Schools; Urban and Inner-City Schools

www.brookings.edu/topics/school-choice.aspx

www.brookings.edu/topics/school-vouchers.aspx

www.brookings.edu/topics/charter-schools.aspx

www.brookings.edu/topics/urban-and-inner-city-schools.aspx

This Washington “think tank” presents research reports and the transcripts of scholarly forums that review the evidence regarding choice programs and other reform measures undertaken and an effort to improve inner-city education.

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching

www.carnegiefoundation.org

This is an independent educational policy and research center.

Center for Education Reform

www.edreform.com

This advocacy group urges that governments expand school choice.

Center for Research on Educational Outcomes (CREDO), Stanford University

www.credo.stanford.edu/research-reports.html

Through its affiliation with Stanford University, this organization works to improve the empirical evidence about education reform and student performance.

Center for School Reform at the Heartland Institute

www.heartland.org/schoolreform-news.org/index.html

An organization committed to school choice.

Civil Rights Project, UCLA

www.civilrightsproject.ucla.edu

This group looks to create a new generation of research in social science and law, on the critical issues of civil rights and equal opportunity.

Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice

www.edchoice.org

An organization committed to school choice.

National Alliance for Public Charter Schools

www.publiccharters.org

The nation’s leading nonprofit organization committed to advancing the charter school movement.

National Center on School Choice, Vanderbilt University

www.vanderbilt.edu/schoolchoice/research-home.html

The aim of this organization is to provide national intellectual leadership on the study of school choice in all its forms.

National Education Association (NEA)

www.nea.org

The nation’s largest organization of teachers has been quite skeptical of plans for school choice.

School Choice, Wisconsin

www.schoolchoiceinfo.org

A collection of news articles and more scholarly studies that analyze the impact of school choice programs, with a special focus on the Milwaukee school voucher program and Milwaukee’s use of charter schools.

Thomas B. Fordham Institute

www.fordhaminstitute.org/template/index.cfm

An organization committed to school choice.
UNIT 7: POLICING AND CRIME

California Cities Gang Prevention Network

www.ccgpn.org

The National Council on Crime and Delinquency (NCCD) is a California-based, nonprofit research and consulting firm specializing in child welfare, juvenile justice, and adult criminal justice issues.

Gang Reduction, City of Los Angeles

http://mayor.lacity.org/issues/gangreduction/index.htm

The mayor of Los Angeles has consolidated the delivery of gang prevention and intervention services in the Office of Gang Reduction and Youth Development.

National Forum on Youth Violence Prevention

www.findyouthinfo.gov

The forum aims to build a national conversation about youth and gang violence to increase awareness, drive action, and build local capacity to more effectively address youth violence.

Prof. Wesley G. Skogan Home Page: Community Policing; Crime and Disorder

www.skogan.org

Professor Skogan has studied community policing strategies in Chicago and in cities around the world.

The Urban Institute, Policing and Crime Prevention

www.urban.org/center/jpc/projects/Policing-and-Crime-Prevention.cfm

A Washington-based “think tank” that explores a variety of urban policy initiatives including the effectiveness of various approaches to reducing crime in the city and in public housing.
UNIT 8: A SUBURBAN NATION: SUBURBAN GROWTH, DIVERSITY, AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF “NEW URBANISM” AND “NEW REGIONALISM”
The Brookings Institution: First Suburbs

www.brookings.edu/topics/first-suburbs.aspx

This Washington-based “think tank” presents numerous research reports and newspaper articles as it examines the current state of America’s older suburbs and the policies that can prevent their decline.

Congress for a New Urbanism

www.cnu.org

CNU is one of the strongest voices for New Urbanism. Its numerous publications and reports, including the Charter for a New Urbanism, detail the principles of the New Urbanism movement and various efforts to create more livable and sustainable inner-city communities and suburbs.

First Suburbs Coalition

www.marc.org/firstsuburbs

How should the nation deal with the jobs, housing, and infrastructure problems of America’s aging suburbs - communities that enjoyed rapid growth following  World War II, but many of which are suffering decline today? The focus of this site is on efforts in Missouri and Kansas. Be sure to look at the links to similar efforts undertaken in other Midwest states, including Michigan and Ohio.

National Geographic Magazine, Urban Sprawl

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/data/2001/07/01/html/ft_20010701.3.html

Useful and quite readable material on sprawled development and its impacts.

Newurbanism.org

www.newurbanism.org

This is another excellent site that presents more reports, ideas, and illustrative examples from the New Urbanism movement as it seeks to build livable and sustainable communities by reducing sprawl and promoting both walkable communities and the use of mass transit.

Sierra Club, Stopping Sprawl

www.sierraclub.org/sprawl

The Sierra Club is the long-serving advocate for preserving the natural environment of the United States.

Smart Communities Network: Urban Growth Boundaries

www.smartcommunities.ncat.org/landuse/urban.shtml

This site provides links to various resources on urban growth boundaries in metropolitan (Portland) Oregon, and in other U.S. and foreign cities.

Sprawl Watch Clearinghouse

www.sprawlwatch.org

A wealth of articles on sprawl, its impact, and on various policies for containing future sprawled development.
UNIT 9: TOWARD SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND SUBRUBS?
The Brookings Institution: Transportation

www.brookings.edu/topics/transportation.aspx

The Brookings Institution presents a discussion of numerous alternative transportation policies for urban America.

Business First, London

www.p-londonfirst.co.uk

A business group that supports congestion pricing as a key to improving the business climate of central London.

Green Cities

http://greencities.com

Explores green construction practices and various measures that can be taken to make urban development more compatible with environmental values.

International Transport Forum

www.internationaltransportforum.org

A forum with 52 member countries that describes a variety of approaches to reduce traffic congestion.

The Keep NYC Congestion Tax Free Coalition

www.keepnycfree.com

Arguments critical of Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s attempt to introduce a system of congestion charges in lower Manhattan.

London (England) Chamber of Commerce

www.londonchamber.co.uk/lcc_public/home.asp

A business association that argues that London’s congestion zone is “bad for business.”

Our Green Cities, Dr. Kent Portney, Tufts University

http://ourgreencities.com

Dr. Portney is one of the leading experts on sustainable cities, attempting to discover policies that advance all three legs of the sustainable development triangle.

Planner’s Web: Sprawl and Growth

www.plannersweb.com/articles/sprawl-articles.html

Various articles from Planning Commissioners Journal present competing views on urban sprawl and the desirability of smart-growth policies.

Reason Foundation

http://reason.org

A conservative “think tank” that is skeptical of many of the policies that promise “smart growth” and urban sustainability

Resources for the Future (RFF): Transportation and Urban Land

www.rff.org/Focus_Areas/Pages/Transportation_and_Urban_Land.aspx

Sierra Club: Stopping Sprawl

www.sierraclub.org/sprawl

Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest environmental organization. As part of its agenda of environmental protection, the Sierra Club seeks alternatives to continued sprawled development. Particularly noteworthy are the organization’s reports on Building Better.
Smart Growth America

http://smartgrowthamerica.org

This advocacy group seeks to curb sprawled development in order to promote historic preservation, the protection of farmland and green spaces, and the development of “healthy” cities and suburbs.

Sustainable Cities

http://sustainablecities.net

The name of this organization says it all. Can policies be adopted to make urban growth and development more compatible with environmental values?
UNIT 10: CITIES AND URBAN PROBLEMS AROUND THE GLOBE
Planetizen

www.planetizen.com

Tons of discussion of various urban planning issues, including transportation, and the environment.

Planum

www.planum.net

The e-zine of the European Journal of Planning, this online forum presents a large number of articles on various aspects of European urban planning, including the impact of immigration and the European city of the future.

Rio On Watch

http://rioonwatch.org

Highlights the evictions and other threats to Rio de Janeiro’s favelas as Brazil prepares to host the 2014 soccer World Cup and the 2016 Summer Olympics.

Squatter City, the blog of Robert Neuwirth, author of Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters, A New Urban World
http://squattercity.blogspot.com

United Nations Human Settlements Programme

www.unhabitat.org

UN-Habitat seeks to promote shelter for all, with a particular focus on providing alternatives to the slum/squatter communities in lesser developed countries. Particularly noteworthy are the UN-Habitat reports on such topics as Cities in a Globalizing World and The Challenge of Slums.
UNIT 11: THE FUTURE OF CITIES AND SUBURBS: THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD
The Atlantic: Cities

www.theatlanticcities.com

The Atlantic magazine features articles and discussion on evolving patterns of urban development and the future of cities.

Livable Cities

www.livablecities.org

Website of the International Livable Cities Council.

Urban Visions: The Future of Cities

www.scientificamerican.com/report.cfm?id=future-cities

In-depth reports by Scientific American.
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