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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.

General Sources
World Health Organization: Communicable Disease Surveillance and Response

http://www.who.int/csr/en
  The World Health Organization (WHO) maintains this website to provide educational   

  information on communicable disease surveillance and response around the world.  

  This is a great resource for facts, statistics, reports, and educational materials on the 
  global spread of infectious diseases.

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

http://www.nih.gov
Consult this site for links to extensive health information and scientific resources. The NIH is one of eight health agencies of the Public Health Service, which in turn is part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

http://www3.niaid.nih.gov
This is the official website for the branch of the National Institutes of Health dedicated to research on allergies and infectious diseases. The website provides links to research publications, clinical studies, and information on current research projects in infectious diseases.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

http://www.cdc.gov
Visit the CDC home page to find numerous links to educational information on infectious diseases, immunizations, disease prevention, and current outbreaks.

American Public Health Association

http://www.apha.org
This national organization undertakes advocacy work in the area of public health. This website provides fact sheets and links to information about public health issues in the news.

American Society for Microbiology: Microbe World

http://www.microbeworld.org
This site is sponsored by the American Society for Microbiology and is geared toward educating the general public about issues in microbiology. Find links to news articles written by ASM members as well as the online journal Microbe. Summaries of the latest research news in microbiology can be found in concise digests.

UNIT 1: Habitats and Humanity: An Introduction to the Microbes Around Us and Inside Us

The Human Microbiome Project

http://www.nihroadmap.nih.gov/hmp/
The latest research findings of the human microbiome project can be found here. This project was started as a “roadmap initiative” undertaken with funding and support from the National Institutes of Health. Learn all about the microbes that live in and on our bodies.

Astrobiology

http://www.astrobiology.com

This site provides links to information about extremophiles. Discover the extreme environments where microbes can live—from hydrothermal vents to glaciers.

The Center for Biofilm Engineering

http://www.erc.montana.edu
The Center for Biofilm Engineering at Montana State University was established in 1990 as a National Science Foundation Engineering Research Center. This site provides links to current research on the applications of biofilms in industry as well as research on solving problems posed by biofilm formation.

UNIT 2: Genetics and Biotechnology

National Center for Biotechnology Information

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
This website is the national resource for information on molecular biology. Whether you are looking for public databases of genome information or news on the latest developments in biotechnology, this site has information for novices and professionals alike. Links to online tutorials can be found that explain how to use many of the tools available.

Fungal Genome Initiative

http://www.broad.mit.edu/annotation/fungi/fgi/
This site provides a list of all current fungal genome sequencing projects. Quick links for students and educators include animations and research publications.

Genome News Network

http://www.genomenewsnetwork.org
Writing for a general audience, the genome news network supplies online reports of the latest research on genes and genomes. A special link to microbial genomes can be found easily. This site lists relevant, current news items concerning public health and disease, bioterrorism, energy and the environment, biotechnology, and drug development.

U.S. Geological Survey

http://water.usgs.gov/wid/html/bioremed.html
This site includes many links to bioremediation research projects sponsored by the U.S. Geological Survey. It provides general information on the subject of bioremediation.

National Renewable Energy Laboratory

http://www.nrel.gov/learning/re_biofuels.html
Learn all about renewable energy, including biofuels, with excellent student resources and links to additional educational sites.

UNIT 3: The Never-Ending Battle: Antimicrobial Drug Resistance

Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics

http://www.tufts.edu/med/apua
The Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics was founded in 1981 as a nonprofit global organization committed to improving clinical practice worldwide, promoting the appropriate use of antibiotics, and preventing the spread of drug resistance. This site contains fact sheets, reports, and information useful to both the clinician as well as the general public.

World Health Organization

http://www.who.int/drugresistance/en/
Visit the drug resistance section of the World Health Organization’s home page to learn more about raising awareness about the spread of drug-resistant microbes that cause infectious diseases like malaria, tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

http://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/
The CDC website contains a Q&A about drug resistance as well as a fact sheet on MRSA and links to excellent articles about drug resistance and how to prevent it by changing our behavior.

UNIT 4: New Antimicrobial Drug Development

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

http://www.fda.gov
By exploring the FDA’s website you will gain knowledge about new drugs that have been approved for various diseases. You can also find out information about drugs that are currently being tested in clinical trials.

Agricultural Research Service: U.S. Department of Agriculture

http://www.ars.usda.gov
Search within this site for links to articles about alternatives to antibiotics and the development of new antibacterial agents. This site connects you to all of the USDA-sponsored research in microbiology, including the use of antibiotics in animal feed.

Institute for One World Health

http://www.oneworldhealth.org/story
The first nonprofit pharmaceutical company has already made a huge difference in the lives of millions around the world suffering from infectious diseases. Find out the latest on its drug development projects for parasitic and diarrheal diseases.

Office of AIDS Research

http://www.oar.nih.gov
This is the official government website from the National Institutes of Health’s Office of AIDS Research. You can search within this site for information on clinical trials related to HIV, research on antimicrobial agents, and new treatments for HIV. The OAR coordinates the scientific, legislative, budgetary, and policy aspects of the NIH AIDS program.

UNIT 5: The Immune Response: Natural and Acquired

Immunization Action Coalition

http://www.immunize.org

The goal of this nonprofit organization is to increase immunization rates and prevent disease by providing educational materials about vaccines to healthcare providers and the general public. The work of this organization is funded in part by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in order to disseminate information about its recommended immunization guidelines.

Laboratory of Immunology (NIAID)

http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/labs/aboutlabs/li/
The Laboratory of Immunology is a division of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease. This website provides links to information about research conducted by this division on all aspects of immunology.

The Institute for Vaccine Safety

http://www.vaccinesafety.edu
The Institute for Vaccine Safety was established at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in 1997 with the goal of providing an independent assessment of vaccine safety in order to educate health professionals, citizens, and the media about vaccine safety.

UNIT 6: Emerging Infectious Diseases and Public Health

World Health Organization: Emerging Infectious Diseases

http://www.who.int/topics/infectious_diseases/en

The World Health Organization (WHO) maintains this website to provide educational information on the organization’s activities in the area of preventing the spread of infectious diseases. Fact sheets as well as Q&A discussions are posted here. WHO programs around the world can be researched from this site.

National Center for Preparedness, Detection and Control of Infectious Disease

http://www.cdc.gov/ncpdcid/
The NCPDCID conducts infectious disease surveillance and prevention. You can find numerous links to information about emerging infectious diseases.

Infectious Diseases Society of America

http://www.idsociety.org
This website for professionals in the field of infectious diseases contains excellent fact sheets for a general audience as well as links to policy statements and advocacy efforts.

The Johns Hopkins University HIV Guide Q&A

http://www.hopkins-hivguide.org/q_a/index.html?categoryId=9352&siteId=7151#patient_forum
This is a Q&A forum for patients and clinicians run by Johns Hopkins University’s Professor Joel Gallant, an internationally recognized expert on HIV disease and Editor in Chief of the HIV Guide.
Pandemic Flu

http://www.pandemicflu.gov

This site provides one-stop access to all information about pandemic flu provided by the U.S. government.

Doctors Without Borders

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org

From treating meningitis to malaria, the charitable organization Doctors Without Borders brings direct relief to millions of people around the world. This website highlights their efforts and also provides links to specific information about prevention and treatment of infectious diseases.

UNIT 7: Microbes and Food: Friend and Foe

Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition

http://www.foodsafety.gov/list.html
This website contains everything you need to know about microbial contamination of food, product recalls, and the government’s food safety program.

American Dietetics Association: Home Food Safety

http://www.homefoodsafety.org/index.jsp
The American Dietetics Association’s consumer education outreach program provides this useful site for the general public. Learn about foodborne illness and what you can do to prevent it in your home by handling food safely.

Government Food Safety Information

http://www.foodsafety.gov
This site has links connecting you to the USDA, FDA, CDC, and many other government agencies that deal with food safety issues. Easy to navigate, this site has a wealth of information on foodborne pathogens. It also contains links to product safety alerts and consumer advice.

USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)

http://www.fsis.usda.gov

The FSIS, part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is the government agency responsible for inspection of the nation’s food supply. Find links here to information on home food safety tips, fact sheets, recalls and Q&A postings.

Fankhauser’s Cheese Page

http://biology.clc.uc.edu/fankhauser/cheese/CHEESE.html
David Fankhauser is a biology professor whose website is a perfect introduction to the art of cheesemaking. With detailed instructions, even a novice can enjoy making homemade cheese.

