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Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.
Unit 1: Sustainability—An Indictment of Human Actions?

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

www.cbd.int

Has produced three editions of Global Biodiversity Outlook, an effort that resulted from the increasing recognition of the importance of biodiversity and facilitated by the United Nations Environment Program. The CBD was “inspired by the world

community’s growing commitment to sustainable development.”

The H. John Heinz, III Center for Science, Economics and the Environment

www.heinzctr.org

Named in honor of the late Senator H. John Heinz, III, the Center is “dedicated to improving the scientific and economic foundation for environmental policy through multisectoral collaboration.” It has produced 21 major reports related to sustainability.

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

www.maweb.org/en/index.aspx

An international effort of nearly 1,400 scientists to assess the status of the ecosystems of Earth and the services provided by them that contribute to human well-being. Recommendations for needed behavioral changes to assure the sustainability of both are provided.

Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS)

www.ucsusa.org/about/1992-world-scientists.html

Since 1969, the UCS has been providing science-based information about the environment and global issues. For the past four decades, it has consistently demonstrated how “thoughtful action based on the best available science can help safeguard our future and the future of our planet.”

World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

www.worldwildlife.org

With more than 5 million members, including over 1 million in the United States, the World Wildlife Fund is the largest conservation organization in the world. Its mission is clear: the conservation of nature and reversing environmental degradation.

Unit 2: Sustainability—A New Paradigm?

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

www.iucn.org

What the WWF is to individual membership in an organization dedicated to sustainability, the IUCN is to governments and large organizations, with over 1,000 members in the organization.

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

www.epa.gov/sustainability

USEPA’s website concerning sustainability.

United States National Park Service (NPS)

www.nps.gov/sustainability

The NPS’s website concerning sustainability.

World Resources Institute (WRI)

www.wri.org

The mission of the WRI “is to move human society to live in ways that protect Earth’s environment and its capacity to provide for the needs and aspirations of current and future generations.”

Unit 3: Earth’s Life Support Systems and Ecosystem Services

EcosystemMarketplace (EM)

www.ecosystemmarketplace.com

EM “is a leading source of news, data, and analytics on markets and payments for ecosystem services (such as water quality, carbon sequestration, and biodiversity).”

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Commission on Environmental Management (CEM)

www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/cem/cem_work/cem_services

The objective of the CEM is “to improve the knowledge base on ecosystem services and values and stimulate the integration of this knowledge in planning and decision making for sustainable Ecosystem Management through development of case studies, guidelines, and dissemination.”

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)

www.epa.gov/ecology

The USEPA’s website regarding ecosystem services.

United States Forest Service (USFS)

www.fs.fed.us/ecosystemservices

The USFS’s website regarding ecosystem services.

World Resources Institute (WRI)

www.wri.org/project/mainstreaming-ecosystem-services

“WRI is helping governments, businesses, and multilateral development banks include . . . ecosystem services in their decision-making, with the ultimate goal of reducing ecosystem degradation around the world.”

Unit 4: Why Do Humans Behave In Unsustainable Ways?

Post Carbon Institute–Energy Bulletin

www.energybulletin.net/node/46276

This site contains a very informative article titled; Our American Way of Life is Unsustainable–Evidence.

Sustainability Institute (SI)

www.sustainer.org

Founded by the late noted biophysicist and author Donella Meadows, the SI is an organization dedicated to identifying and addressing the root causes of unsustainable behaviors. The philosophy of the SI is: “. . . unsustainability does not arise out of ignorance, irrationality or greed. It is largely the collective

consequence of rational, well-intended decisions. . . .”

Unit 5: What Are the Impacts of Our Actions?

Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI)

www.cspinet.org/EatingGreen/calculator.html

“Since 1971, CSPI has been a strong advocate for nutrition and health, food safety, alcohol policy, and sound science.” Its Eating Green Calculator allows you to examine the impact of your diet on your health and the environment.

Conservation International (CI)

www.conservation.org/act/live_green/carboncalc/Pages/default.aspx

“Building upon a strong foundation of science, partnership and field demonstration, CI empowers societies to responsibly and sustainably care for nature, our global biodiversity, for the wellbeing of humanity.” It is one of several organizations that offer a carbon footprint calculator.

Global Footprint Network (GFN)

www.footprintnetwork.org

GFN is a nonprofit organization that was founded in 2003 “to enable a sustainable future where all people have the opportunity to live satisfying lives within the means of one planet.” A major focus of the GFN is to “accelerate the use of the Ecological Footprint—a resource accounting tool that measures how much nature we have, how much we use, and who uses what.”

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator

Formed in 1951, the mission of TNS is “to preserve the plants, animals and natural communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive.” Its carbon footprint calculator allows you to “to measure your impact on our climate.”

United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

www.fta.dot.gov/planning/planning_environment_8523.html

The carbon calculator on this site allows you to calculate how much carbon you contribute to the atmosphere as a result of your driving habits.

Unit 6: How Do We Correct Our Actions and Embrace Sustainability?

GoingGreen

www.goinggreen.com

Provides suggestions for simple behavior changes that support sustainability.
The Green Guide

http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/green-guide

This National Geographic site provides assorted information on sustainable living.

Original Green

www.originalgreen.org

This site focuses predominantly on architecture, but it also provides links to other useful sites.

Sustainable Communities Online

www.sustainable.org

This site provides“pool information on sustainability to make it more readily accessible to the public.”

YouSustain

www.yousustain.com/footprint/actions

This calculator allows users to calculate how changes in 24 behaviors will affect the environment.
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