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CHAPTER 19


THE OCEAN AND HUMAN AFFAIRS

Chapter Outline

Oceans as Barriers and Avenues

Oceans and Cultures

Oceans and Recreation

Prospects for the Future

Box Readings: Marine Archeology


Eye on Science: Effects of Climate Change on Arctic Peoples
Chapter Summary

Chapter 19  reflects on the many ways the marine environment has affected human cultures.  The  aim is to integrate all the knowledge that non-science students have gained about the marine environment with their particular fields of interest, from the humanities to business. It is suggested to assign the chapter for class discussion at the end of the course, an idea successfully tested by some of the users of the first five editions.

The chapter first looks at the oceans through the eyes of history: as a medium that initially served as a barrier to the diffusion of cultures, but one that eventually served as a crucial avenue for cultural exchange. It remains today as a link of world economies, and as such one that business people rely upon. The impact of the ocean on shaping cultures is examined by briefly describing examples of maritime cultures that anthropology and sociology students may find intriguing. A box reading on marine archeology looks at how the ocean can verify valuable information about our past. 

TSpecific activities, like marine recreation, which regularly affect the lives of millions are also discussed. The chapter (and the book) concludesby reflecting on what lies ahead in the future of the world oceans.  An Eye on Science boxdeals with current research on the potential effects of melting ice on aboriginal cultures in the Canadian Arctic. 

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate an understanding of how the oceans have influenced culture through history.

5. List some examples of maritime cultures at the present.
Audiovisual Material

Videos/DVDs:

1. Navigation (23 min.; http://www.films.com).
2. Gutted: The Demise of Scotland’s Fishing Industry (57 min.; same address as above). A year in the life of a modern fishing community.
3. Land and Sea (18 min.; same address as above). The development of sea transportation in modern times.
Answers to Critical Thinking Questions

1. Most marine cultures are either long gone or have been radically modified by others. Which elements of a rapidly changing maritime culture do you predict would be the first to disappear? Which would tend to remain unchanged the longest?

It is now suspected that some of the most "attractive" elements of modern culture (heavily advertised clothing articles, convenience foods, sports, toys, and so forth) will be the first ones to penetrate into the relatively untouched culture and thus replace some or all of the indigenous counterparts. The less superficial elements of a culture (such as language and religion) would be expected to be more resistant, but not immune, to change.

2. The Fourth United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea made no provisions for Antarctica. Some of the land is probably rich in resources like oil, so the eventual exploitation of the land is probably inevitable. Several nations have already established claims, sometimes overlapping each other, to section off the continent. How would you deal with these claims? Would you give first preference to nations, like Argentina or New Zealand, that claim geographic proximity to the continent or to those, like Norway or Britain, that arrived at the claimed land first? How can resources be exploited if it is decided that the land does not belong to any particular nation?

This is another question with no particular answer, one perfect for discussion. The 1991 treaty signed by the United States and 30 other nations that bans mining and oil exploration in Antarctica for fifty years should be mentioned in the discussion.
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