	September 11 Relief Fund
On March 7, 2002, political leaders from New York appeared at a press conference to express their appreciation to Congress and the White House for approving $20 billion for relief and reconstruction in New York City. Speakers included New York’s two Senators—Hillary Clinton and Charles Schumer, both Democrats.
 

	Commentary
	Text

	Senator Clinton and other New York leaders had just visited the White House, where President Bush approved the $20 billion requested by Congress.

A true press conference permits questioning by reporters.

The senators are speaking impromptu, which explains why Senator Schumer sometimes speaks in fragments, rather than complete sentences. Such disfluencies can be distracting if there are a great number of them, but when there are just a few, the speaker comes across as natural, spontaneous, and candid.

“Blue state” refers to the 2000 presidential election, when states that voted for the Democratic candidate were shown in blue on TV maps (while “red states” voted for the Republican candidate). Schumer is saying that although New York was a “blue state” in 2000, President Bush (the “red state” candidate) had been generous in his financial commitment to rebuilding New York.

Senator Clinton picks up on the “blue state” theme and skillfully transforms it to the national colors.


	Senator Hillary Clinton: Well, I think it’s really significant that in less than six months, from the worst terrorist attack and disaster that America has suffered, we have gotten the commitment that represents the faith in the future that all of us believe is merited, and this sends a clear signal with the combination of appropriated funds and tax credits to all businesses, that New York is open for business. We’re ready to start rebuilding, and it’s not just rhetoric. It’s not just our hopes. It’s actually, in fact, going to be passed by the Congress and the money will start to flow.

Journalist (Gabe): Will it be enough, Senator?

Senator Hilary Clinton: We don’t know that yet, Gabe, but what we have received today is a very big vote of confidence. And the money goes, as the Governor just said, to a lot of the first-rank needs that the city has already expressed. As we go along, we’re going to probably need some more. But from our conversations with the President and the O.M.B. Director, they’ve got an open mind. And, you know, I think we’re going to have a good partnership. 

Senator Charles Schumer: Gabe, we asked the largest, we asked the large companies and the little companies what they needed. This package has what they say they need. And so I think we . . . I am very optimistic, that downtown is now going to come back like gangbusters and one other thing, and I do want to say this: when O.M.B. came to us and came to me three days ago and said, “What do you really need in this package?” I gave them a little outline; they put it in. I mean, I have been . . . the forthcomingness of the White House, the willingness to help us has just knocked my socks off. I sometimes scratch my head. I can’t quite figure it out. Heck, we’re a blue state, but they have been just fabulous and I can’t say enough about that. They haven’t tried to haggle on the little details. They’ve said you need this…well like we said to them. I said to them I need ConEd and Verizon; otherwise the rates will go way up for downtown and chase out business . . .Aid for them -- they put it in. I said we need a brand new intermodal rail station, where the Long Island Railroad, the Path train, all the subway trains can come together. They put it in. 1.8 billion dollars in addition to the FEMA money. I’ve never quite seen anything like it. And God bless him. 

Senator Clinton: Well you know I’ve been telling Chuck we may be a blue state but this is a red, white and blue response to the needs that we have because of 9/11, and we are very grateful. This was an attack on America. America’s responded and the President has really stepped up, and given us what we asked for that first day in the Oval Office. And I think all of us are very grateful for this effort.




