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	Commentary
	Text

	Secretary of State Powell uses a speech at the University of Louisville to state (for the benefit of the world) the U.S. position in the fight against terrorism..

Powell uses statistics and personalizes them to make the audience feel the enormity of the death toll on Sept. 11.

Powell makes a personal and emotional connection with his audience by referring to the loss suffered by the basketball coach of  the college where he was speaking.

Background information is provided to make sure that everyone understands the events that led up to the current situation.

Appealing to positive emotions—pride and gratitude—can be as effective as appealing to negative emotions (such as anger and hate).

Powell’s blunt, forceful language is appropriate for the subject matter.

A vivid phrase—“evil merchants of death and destruction”— is memorable and poetic.

Specific examples are used effectively to paint a stark contrast between Taliban rule and post-Taliban society

When speakers can give specifics (as Powell does here with such information as “even donkeys”), they reassure the audience that they have a firm grasp of the subject matter.

Having discussed the past and present, Powell now turns to the future.

Powell makes good use of the technique of parallelism (“we will be patient. . . we will be persistent…we will not rest…”).


	Ladies and gentlemen, the McConnell Center is all about leadership and that is why I am here today, to talk to you about American leadership in today's world. We don't need reminding that America's leadership in the world today is vitally important. It is now 69 days since September 11th, when cold-blooded terrorists turned civilian airliners into flying bombs and used them to kill 5,000 innocent people. That is four or five times the number of people who are assembled here today.

Every one of us was affected by what happened on the 11th of September. Some of us lost loved ones, like your great basketball coach, Rick Pitino, who tragically lost his brother-in-law in the World Trade Center. Others of us merely lost our innocence. We can never look at a jetliner flying in a clear blue sky the same way again.

Under President Bush's leadership, we have responded to this outrage against civilization. We have quickly assembled a remarkable coalition of countries. Almost every country in the world except for one or two are part of this coalition. And that coalition came together and launched a full-scale campaign against al-Qaida, the terrorist conspiracy that attacked us, and its ring leader, Osama bin Laden.

To get to terrorists, we had to go after the Taliban regime in Afghanistan that was protecting them. We warned them. We warned the Taliban to turn over bin Laden or we would make them pay. They refused, and we have now made them pay. (Applause.) We have driven them from power, and I know that all of you are as proud as I am of the brave men and women of our armed forces and our intelligence services who made that success possible. Those kids are just great, and we all need to be proud of them. (Applause.)

But this war is not over, and our troops will carry on the fight until al-Qaida is destroyed. I hope that all of you will keep those wonderful GIs in your prayers this Thanksgiving week. 

As we continue our campaign against the terrorists of September 11th, let me make one point crystal clear. These murderers did not act on behalf of Muslims or on the behalf of the poor and downtrodden of the world, or on behalf of Palestinians. Their terror was indiscriminate. The murderers of September 11th killed people of all faiths -- Muslims and Jews, Christians and Hindus. Muslim leaders around the world have condemned these attacks. Leading Islamic groups have joined distinguished Muslim scholars in rejecting bin Laden's efforts to cloak himself in Islam.

Nor do the terrorists speak for the Palestinians, whose leaders have rejected bin Laden's attempt to hijack their cause for his murderous ends. No, these criminals have no religion, and they have no human cause. Their goal, and the goal of all like them, is to divide and embitter people. They are evil merchants of death and destruction.

To understand the true faith of al-Qaida and the Taliban, all we have to do is look at the way they hijacked Afghanistan. The Taliban squeezed the life out of Afghanistan -- no music, no soccer, no education or jobs for women, nothing -- nothing but total support to Osama bin Laden and his gang of al-Qaida murderers. Now, in recent days, as the curtain has been lifted, we have seen on television the joyous pictures of liberated Afghans, of women throwing off their burqas, children happily flying kites. Last night, we saw the television station start broadcasting again, with two women and a man not only giving out the news, but reading the Koran to those who could listen for the first time in years.

Compare the Taliban's depredations with the response of the international community to the plight of the Afghan people. We are feeding millions of Afghans put at risk by drought, famine and Taliban misrule. Before we were able to go in on the ground, we dropped food from the air. Now we are using airplanes, trucks, barges, even donkeys -- anything that will get food in to these destitute people before the winter arrives in force. We should be proud that the United States, our country, is the largest contributor to this effort to help the desperate Afghan people, and we will do more.

We are not stopping there. We are working with the international community and the Afghan people to help them rebuild their country. Tomorrow, back in Washington, I will kick off the first international Afghan reconstruction meeting to achieve this purpose.

We are also working with the United Nations to help the Afghans form a new government, one that represents all geographical and ethnic backgrounds, one that will end Afghanistan's role as a haven for terrorists and drug dealers, one that will permit reconstruction and allow these millions of refugees to return home in peace and security.

One message that leaps out from the events of September 11th is very clear. American leadership in foreign affairs has never been more important. And job one for American leadership in this period is the fight against terrorists.

As President Bush told a joint session of Congress September 20th, our war on terror will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, stopped and defeated. My friends, we know it will take time. It will take effort. We will be patient. We will be persistent. And I can assure you that, under President Bush's leadership, we will not rest until the job has been done and civilization is safe again. (Applause.)




