 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1USING THE THOUGHT QUESTIONS

For the student . . .

Each of the thought questions asks you to use what you’ve learned in the Steinberg chapter to address a specific question about adolescent development.  Although it is possible to answer these questions just as an informed ‘lay reader’, your answers will be much better informed if you base them on factual information, such as that presented in your text.  Some of the material presented in the text may be in line with what you already know as someone who has been through adolescence.  On the other hand, some of the material may supplement or even contradict your experience.  We have three goals in asking you to apply the material to answer real world questions.  

1) 
First, we hope that you will review the relevant material in the text;

2) 
Second, we hope that you will think about the implications of the material for understanding issues related to real-life settings and public policy.

3) 
Third, we hope that applying the material will help you develop a fuller understanding of the textbook material.

In order to reach these goals, it is absolutely necessary that you first understand the basic material in the textbook.  You need to know the material first before you can apply or expand your understanding of it.  To that end, we have developed a series of quizzes that covers the basics of each chapter.  If you know the material in the quizzes, you will be ready to apply that knowledge in the thought questions.  To the end, it is not enough that you just take the quiz and test your knowledge.  You need to use the quiz to help you know when you have mastered the material.  The quizzes are written to be taken open book and will help to ensure that you have read and understood the material.  They are a useful tool to help you focus your reading.  You might even want to do the quiz while you read the chapter the first time, so that you can use them to focus your attention on key points in the text.  We strongly urge that you take the quizzes repeatedly until you get 100%.  Once you’ve mastered the material in the chapter, you will be ready to apply what you’ve learned through the thought questions.

