THE BALTIC STATES & RUSSIA

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

Depart Pennsylvania on an early evening Finnair flight to Helsinki. Beverages, dinner, and breakfast will be served on your overnight flight, which will arrive early morning in Helsinki.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

Meet your local guide, board a bus for a city sightseeing tour of Helsinki, then check into your hotel, located in the heart of the city. The remainder of the day is open.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Transfer to the airport for a short flight to Vilnius, capital of Lithuania. Upon arrival, meet your Baltic States national guide and local guide. Transfer to the hotel where lunch will be served. Then begin sightseeing in this medieval city. After lunch enjoy an excursion to Trakai, former capital of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

After breakfast continue sightseeing in Vilnius by walking in Old Town. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

Following breakfast, board your bus for an interesting 200-mile drive to Riga, capital of Latvia, located on the banks of the Daugava River. Tonight enjoy a musical concert.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Begin a full day of sightseeing in Riga. Since the streets are narrow (one can touch the walls of houses on both sides), walking is the best way to enjoy the tour. This city, founded in 1158, is perhaps one of the most interesting cities in the Baltics.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Check out of the hotel, and begin the 190-mile drive to Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, which is the smallest and least populated of the three Baltic countries. Arrive Tallinn in the late afternoon and check into your hotel.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Begin an orientation tour of this medieval town of narrow, winding streets, walled city fortifications, imposing Gothic churches, and houses dating from the 13th to 17th centuries. Tallinn is considered one of the purest medieval old towns in all of northern Europe.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Board your bus and follow the Tallinn Highway along the Gulf of Finland toward St. Petersburg. Enter Russia at Ivangorod, then continue to St. Petersburg, arriving in the early afternoon.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Today is the long awaited first visit to the Hermitage. You will spend the morning viewing this world-famous treasure house of art which has over 3 million pieces, including works by Leonardo da Vinci, Rembrandt, Raphael, Titian, Michelangelo, Picasso, the French Impressionists, and North American artists.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Board a hydrofoil that will take you on the Gulf of Finland to Petrodvorets, Peter the Great's summer palace and his answer to Versailles. You will find it difficult to believe that most of this was destroyed during World War II, and has been restored to its original splendor.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Spend this last day in St. Petersburg with a visit to St. Isaac's Cathedral, with its awesome carved main altar. The fourth largest cathedral in the world, it is once again an active cathedral. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Following breakfast, board your bus for an interesting drive to Novgorod, an old Russian city founded in the 11th century. Upon arrival, transfer to your hotel where lunch will be served. Spend the afternoon in this city of Russian art treasures.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

After breakfast, board your bus and continue to Moscow via Tver, where a stop will be made for lunch. Arrive Moscow in the early evening and transfer to your hotel in the heart of the city.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Today you will take an orientation tour of the city. Tonight attend the Moscow circus!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

After breakfast you will visit the Kremlin. This walking tour inside the Kremlin includes a visit to the Armory Chamber, the oldest museum of the Kremlin. Do reserve some energy for the evening's farewell dinner.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Today you visit the State Tretyakov Gallery. The April 1995 re-opening of this Russian treasure was a major event. It had been under renovation for the past ten years. Then, proceed to the airport, where lunch will be served. After lunch, begin check in formalities for the flight to Helsinki.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

An early morning transfer to the airport for your return flight to Pennsylvania.

