
Colombia

U.S. Embassy Location/Registration: 

Upon arrival, U.S. citizens are urged to register with the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Bogota at Calle 22-d Bis, No. 47-51 (at the intersection of Avenida El Dorado and Carrera 50), telephone (011-57-1) 315-0811, fax (011-57-1) 315-2197. The Consular Agency in Barranquilla is located at Calle 77, No. 68-15, tel. (011-57-5) 353-2001, fax (011-57-5) 353-5216. American citizens in Colombia, or those thinking of traveling to Colombia, are encouraged to contact the U.S. Embassy for the latest information about areas of instability, security, safety tips, and restrictions on U.S. government employees and to register with the U.S. Embassy.

Map

Location: 4 00 N, 72 00 W -- Northern South America, bordering the Caribbean Sea, between Panama and Venezuela, and bordering the North Pacific Ocean, between Ecuador and Panama
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Geography

Location: Northern South America, bordering the Caribbean Sea, between Panama and

Venezuela, and bordering the North Pacific Ocean, between Ecuador and Panama 

Geographic coordinates: 4 00 N, 72 00 W 

Map references: South America 

Area: 

Total area: 1,138,910 square kilometers 

Land area: 1,038,700 square kilometers 

Comparative area: slightly less than three times the size of Montana 

Note: includes Isla de Malpelo, Roncador Cay, Serrana Bank, and Serranilla Bank 

Land boundaries: 

Total: 7,408 kilometers 

Border countries: Brazil 1,643 kilometers, Ecuador 590 kilometers, Panama 225 kilometers, Peru 2,900 kilometers, Venezuela

2,050 kilometers 

Coastline: 3,208 kilometers (Caribbean Sea 1,760 kilometers, North Pacific Ocean 1,448 kilometers) 

Maritime claims: 

Continental shelf: 200-meters depth or to the depth of exploitation  - exclusive economic zone: 200 nautical miles 

Territorial sea: 12 nautical miles 

International disputes: maritime boundary dispute with Venezuela in the Gulf of Venezuela; territorial dispute with Nicaragua over Archipelago de San Andres y Providencia and Quita Sueno Bank 

Climate: tropical along coast and eastern plains; cooler in highlands 

Terrain: flat coastal lowlands, central highlands, high Andes Mountains, eastern lowland plains 

Lowest point: Pacific Ocean 0 meters 

Highest point: Nevado del Huila 5,750 meters 

Natural resources: petroleum, natural gas, coal, iron ore, nickel, gold, copper, emeralds 

People

Population: 36,813,161 (July 1996 est.) 

Age structure: 

0-14 years: 32% (male 5,948,599; female 5,806,450) 

15-64 years: 64% (male 11,496,931; female 11,890,875) 

65 years and over: 4% (male 741,788; female 928,518) (July 1996 est.) 

Population growth rate: 1.66% (1996 est.) 

Birth rate: 21.34 births/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Death rate: 4.65 deaths/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Net migration rate: -0.13 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Sex ratio: 

At birth: 1.03 male(s)/female 

Under 15 years: 1.02 male(s)/female 

15-64 years: 0.97 male(s)/female 

65 years and over: 0.8 male(s)/female 

All ages: 0.98 male(s)/female (1996 est.) 

Infant mortality rate: 25.8 deaths/1,000 live births (1996 est.) 

Life expectancy at birth: 

Total population: 72.81 years 

Male: 69.97 years 

Female: 75.73 years (1996 est.) 

Total fertility rate: 2.35 children born/woman (1996 est.) 

Nationality: 

Noun: Colombian(s) 

Adjective: Colombian 

Ethnic divisions: mestizo 58%, white 20%, mulatto 14%, black 4%, mixed black-Indian 3%,

Indian 1%  Religions: Roman Catholic 95%  Languages: Spanish  Literacy: age 15 and over can read and write (1995 est.) 

Total population: 91.3% 

Male: 91.2% 

Female: 91.4% 

Government

Name of country: 

Conventional long form: Republic of Colombia 

Conventional short form: Colombia 

Local long form: Republica de Colombia 

Local short form: Colombia 

Capital: Bogota 

National holiday: Independence Day, 20 July (1810) 

Constitution: 5 July 1991 

Economy

Economic overview: Boasting a diversified and stable economy, Colombia has enjoyed Latin

America's most consistent record of growth over the last several decades. Gross domestic product (GDP) has expanded every year for more than 25 years, and unlike many other South American countries, Colombia did not default on any of its official debts during the "lost decade"  of the 1980s. Since 1990, when Bogota introduced a comprehensive reform program that opened the economy to foreign trade and investment, GDP growth has averaged more than 4% annually. 

The expansion of the construction and financial service industries and an influx of foreign capital have fueled growth in recent years. Some foreign investors have been deterred by an inadequate energy and transportation infrastructure and the violence stemming from drug trafficking and persistent rural guerrilla warfare, but direct foreign investment, especially in the oil industry, is still rising at a rapid rate. 

Although oil consequently is overtaking coffee as the main legal export, earnings from illicit drugs probably exceed those from any other export. Non-petroleum economic growth has been slowing, however, in part because the tight monetary policies adopted to offset the inflationary impact of high capital inflows and rising government spending have slowed local sales and investment. Business confidence also has been damaged by a political crisis stemming from  allegations that senior government officials, including President SAMPER, solicited contributions from drug traffickers during the 1994 election campaign. 

The slowdown in the growth of labor-intensive industries such as manufacturing has caused a small rise in unemployment and interfered with President SAMPER'S plans to lower the country's poverty rate, which has remained at about 40% despite the expanding economy. Nevertheless, the booming oil sector, growing foreign investment, and the fundamental stability of the economy promise to keep growth positive for the foreseeable future, barring severe, unpredictable shocks from developments in the political or international arenas. 

GDP: purchasing power parity - $192.5 billion (1995 est.) 

GDP real growth rate: 5.3% (1995 est.) 

GDP per capita: $5,300 (1995 est.) 

GDP composition by sector:  agriculture: 21.5%  industry: 29%  services: 49.5%  Inflation rate (consumer prices): 19.5% (1995 est.) 

Labor force: 12 million (1990) 

by occupation: services 46%, agriculture 30%, industry 24% (1990) 

Unemployment rate: 9.5% (1995) 

Agriculture: 

Coffee, cut flowers, bananas, rice, tobacco, corn, sugarcane, cocoa beans, oilseed, vegetables; forest products; shrimp farming  Illicit drugs: illicit producer of coca, opium poppies, and cannabis; about 50,900 hectares of coca under cultivation in 1995; the world's largest processor of coca derivatives into cocaine; supplier of cocaine to the US and other international drug markets; active aerial eradication program seeks to virtually eliminate coca and opium crops by 1997  

Exports: $10.5 billion (f.o.b., 1995 est.) 

Commodities: petroleum, coffee, coal, bananas, fresh cut flowers  partners: US 39%, EC 25.7%, Japan 2.9%, Venezuela 8.5% (1992)  Imports: $13.5 billion (c.i.f., 1995 est.)  

Commodities: industrial equipment, transportation equipment, consumer goods, chemicals, paper

products  partners: US 36%, EC 18%, Brazil 4%, Venezuela 6.5%, Japan 8.7% (1992) 

External debt: $14 billion (1995 est.) 

Economic aid:  Recipient: ODA, $30 million (1993) 

Currency: 1 Colombian peso (Col$) = 100 centavos 

Exchange rates: Colombian pesos (Col$) per US$1 - 1,011.11 (January 1996), 912.83 (1995),

844.84 (1994), 863.06 (1993), 759.28 (1992), 633.05 (1991) 

Fiscal year: calendar year 

Country Description: 

Colombia is a medium income country with a diverse economy. Travelers to Bogota may require some time to adjust to the altitude (8,600 feet), which can adversely affect blood pressure, digestion and energy level. Tourist facilities vary, depending on cost and area.

Warning: The Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the dangers of travel to Colombia. Violence continues to affect all parts of the country. U.S. citizens have been the victims of recent kidnappings, threats and murders.

Entry Requirements:

If you must travel, a valid U.S. passport and a return/onward ticket are required. U.S. citizens traveling as tourists do not require entry visas for stays of less than 30  days. Stiff fines are imposed if passports are not stamped on arrival and if stays exceeding 30 days are not authorized by the Colombian Immigration Agency (DAS Extranjera). Business and other travelers should contact the Colombian Embassy at 2118 Leroy Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008, tel. (202) 387-8338, or the nearest Colombian consulate in Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New Orleans, New York City, San Francisco or San Juan for current information on entry and customs requirements.

Departure Requirements for Minors: Minors (under 18) traveling alone, with one parent or with

a third party must present written authorization from the absent parent(s) or legal guardian, specifically granting permission to travel alone, with one parent or with a third party. Minors must also present a copy of their birth certificate. If documents are prepared in the United States, the authorization and the birth certificate must be translated into Spanish, notarized, and authenticated by a Colombian embassy or consulate within the U.S. If documents are prepared in Colombia, only notarization by a Colombian notary is required.

Medical Facilities:

Medical care is adequate in major cities, but varies in quality elsewhere. Doctors and hospitals often expect immediate cash payment for health services. U.S. medical insurance is not always valid outside the United States. Supplemental medical insurance with specific overseas coverage, including provision for medical evacuation or other emergency, is strongly recommended. For additional health information, travelers may contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's international travelers hotline at (404) 332-4559; Internet: http://www.cdc.gov/.

Crime Information:

Colombia is one of the most dangerous countries in the world. Based on Colombian government statistics, Colombia's per capita murder rate of 77.5 murders per 100,000 inhabitants is more than eight times higher than that of the United States. While narcotics and guerrilla related violence account for part of this, common criminals are responsible for an estimated 75 percent of the reported murders. 

Minor crime is prevalent in cities, especially in the vicinity of hotels and airports. Theft of hand luggage and travel documents at airports is common. Taking illegal taxis, which are sometimes characterized by a driver and a companion and irregular markings, is dangerous. Getting into a  taxi, which already has one or more passengers, is not advisable. Travel by bus is risky. Attempts at extortion and kidnappings on rural buses are not unusual. Violence occurs frequently in bars   and nightclubs. Visitors are urged to exercise caution as they would in any large city in the U.S.

Criminals sometimes use the drug "scopolamine" to incapacitate tourists in order to rob them. The drug is administered in drinks (in bars), through cigarettes and gum (in taxis), and in powder form (tourists are approached by someone asking directions, with the drug concealed in a piece of paper). The drug renders the person disoriented and can cause prolonged unconsciousness and serious medical problems.

Another common scam is an approach to an obvious tourist by an alleged "policeman," who says he wants to "check" the foreigner's money for counterfeit U.S. dollars. The person gives the criminal his/her money, receives a receipt, and the "policeman" disappears.

The loss or theft of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate. Useful information on guarding valuables and protecting personal security while traveling abroad is provided in the department of state pamphlet "A Safe Trip Abroad." This publication, as well as others such as "Tips for Travelers to Central and South America," is available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.

Violence and Terrorism:

The security situation in Colombia is volatile. Violence by criminal and guerrilla organizations is widespread. Travel by road outside the major cities is dangerous because of guerrilla activities in the countryside.  

Guerrilla activity seems to be increasing. Some terrorist groups have targeted foreigners, multinational companies, and U.S. interests. Public facilities and modes of transportation have also been targeted. Kidnapping for ransom or political purposes is increasing in Colombia. In recent years, several U.S. citizens have been kidnapped, and two U.S. citizen kidnap victims were killed in June 1995.

As a result, all in-country travel, both official and private, to all destinations by U.S. government employees, is restricted. Bus transportation is off limits to U.S. Embassy personnel. Embassy personnel are advised to use caution if remaining after midnight in the Zona Rosa, Bogota's  principal nightclub/entertainment district, due to the possibility that they could be the targets of criminal or other violence.

The official travel of all U.S. government personnel to Colombia must be approved in advance by the U.S. Embassy. Such travel is approved only for essential business and/or under extraordinary circumstances.

Drug Penalties:

U.S. citizens are subject to the laws of the country in which they are traveling. U.S. citizens convicted in Colombia for possession, use or trafficking in illegal drugs have experienced immediate arrest and detention followed by lengthy trials, fines and jail sentences served in sub-standard prisons.

Aviation Oversight:

As the result of an assessment conducted by the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in August 1995, the FAA has found the government of Colombia's civil aviation authority not to be in compliance with international aviation safety standards for oversight of Colombia's air carrier operations. While consultations to correct the deficiencies are ongoing, Colombia's air carriers are permitted to conduct limited operations to the U.S. subject to heightened FAA surveillance. The Department of Defense does not permit U.S. military personnel to use carriers from Colombia for official business except for flights originating from or terminating in the U.S. or in extenuating circumstances. For further information, travelers may contact the U.S. Department of Transportation at 1-800-322-7873.

Other Information

Firearms: Colombian law prohibits tourists and business travelers from importing or bringing firearms into Colombia. The penalty for illegal importation and/or possession of firearms is 3 to   10 years in prison.

Road Safety: Car-jackings have occurred on urban streets, and guerrilla roadblocks are common

on many rural highways. Road travel at night is dangerous due to poor illumination and other road hazards, such as potholes, unmarked road works, stalled vehicles and vehicles without lights. Many bridges are believed to be inadequate for the traffic they carry and are in danger of collapse, particularly during Colombia's rainy season.

Document Source: 

US Central Intelligence Agency - The World Factbook 1996, http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/nsolo/

US State Dept - Travel Warnings & Consular Information Sheets, http://travel.state.gov/

