Ecuador

U.S. Embassy Location/Registration: 

Americans are encouraged to register and obtain updated

information on travel and security within Ecuador at either the U.S. Embassy in Quito or the U.S.

Consulate General in Guayaquil. The U.S. Embassy in Quito is at the corner of Avenida 12 de Octubre and Avenida Patria (across from the Casa de la Cultura), telephone (593-2) 562-890, afterhours 561-749. The Consulate General in Guayaquil is at 9 de Octubre and Garcia Moreno

(near the Hotel Oro Verde), telephone (593-4) 323-570, after-hours 321-152. The Consulate General in Guayaquil has jurisdiction over the Galapagos Islands.

Map

Location: 2 00 S, 77 30 W -- Western South America, bordering the Pacific Ocean at the

Equator, between Colombia and Peru
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Geography

Location: Western South America, bordering the Pacific Ocean at the Equator, between Colombia and Peru 

Geographic coordinates: 2 00 S, 77 30 W 

Map references: South America 

Area: 

Total area: 283,560 square kilometers 

Land area: 276,840 square kilometers 

Comparative area: slightly smaller than Nevada 

Note: includes Galapagos Islands 

Land boundaries: 

Total: 2,010 km 

Border countries: Colombia 590 km, Peru 1,420 km 

Coastline: 2,237 km 

Maritime claims: 

Continental shelf: claims continental shelf between mainland and Galapagos Islands 

Territorial sea: 200 nautical miles 

International disputes: three sections of the boundary with Peru are in dispute 

Climate: tropical along coast becoming cooler inland 

Terrain: coastal plain (costa), inter-Andean central highlands (sierra), and flat to rolling eastern

Jungle (oriente) 

Lowest point: Pacific Ocean 0 meters 

Highest point: Chimborazo 6,267 meters 

Natural resources: petroleum, fish, timber 

Environment: 

Current issues: deforestation; soil erosion; desertification; water pollution natural hazards: frequent earthquakes, landslides, volcanic activity; periodic droughts international agreements: party to - Antarctic-Environmental Protocol, Antarctic Treaty, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Desertification, Endangered Species, Hazardous Wastes, Nuclear Test Ban, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94, Wetlands, Whaling 

Geographic note: Cotopaxi in Andes is highest active volcano in world  

People

Population: 11,466,291 (July 1996 est.) 

Age structure: 

0-14 years: 35% (male 2,062,468; female 1,996,679) 

15-64 years: 60% (male 3,403,197; female 3,489,728) 

65 years and over: 5% (male 241,217; female 273,002) (July 1996 est.) 

Population growth rate: 1.96% (1996 est.) 

Birth rate: 25.06 births/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Death rate: 5.5 deaths/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Net migration rate: 0 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1996 est.) 

Sex ratio: 

At birth: 1.05 male(s)/female 

Under 15 years: 1.03 male(s)/female 

15-64 years: 0.98 male(s)/female 

65 years and over: 0.88 male(s)/female 

All ages: 0.99 male(s)/female (1996 est.) 

Infant mortality rate: 34.8 deaths/1,000 live births (1996 est.) 

Life expectancy at birth: 

Total population: 71.09 years 

Male: 68.49 years 

Female: 73.82 years (1996 est.) 

Total fertility rate: 2.89 children born/woman (1996 est.) 

Nationality: 

Noun: Ecuadorian(s) 

Adjective: Ecuadorian 

Ethnic divisions: mestizo (mixed Indian and Spanish) 55%, Indian 25%, Spanish 10%, black 10% 

Religions: Roman Catholic 95% 

Languages: Spanish (official), Indian languages (especially Quechua) 

Literacy: age 15 and over can read and write (1995 est.) 

Total population: 90.1% 

Male: 92% 

Female: 88.2% 

Government

Name of country: 

Conventional long form: Republic of Ecuador 

Conventional short form: Ecuador 

Local long form: Republica del Ecuador 

Local short form: Ecuador 

National holiday: Independence Day, 10 August (1809) (independence of Quito) 

Constitution: 10 August 1979 

Legal system: based on civil law system; has not accepted compulsory ICJ jurisdiction 

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal, compulsory for literate persons ages 18-65, optional for other eligible voters.

Economy

Economic overview: Ecuador has substantial oil resources and rich agricultural areas. Growth has been uneven in recent years because of fluctuations in prices for Ecuador's primary exports - oil and bananas - as well as because of government policies designed to curb inflation. President Sixto DURAN-BALLEN launched a series of macroeconomic reforms when he came into office in August 1992, which included raising domestic fuel prices and utility rates, eliminating most subsidies, and bringing the government budget into balance. These measures helped to reduce inflation from 55% in 1992 to 25% in 1995. DURAN-BALLEN has a much more favorable attitude toward foreign investment than his predecessor and has supported several laws designed to encourage foreign investment. Ecuador has implemented free or complementary trade agreements with Bolivia,

Chile, Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela, as well as joined the World Trade Organization. Growth

slowed to 2.3% in 1995 due in part to high domestic interest rates and shortages of electric power.  GDP: purchasing power parity - $44.6 billion (1995 est.)  GDP real growth rate: 2.3% (1995 est.)  GDP per capita: $4,100 (1995 est.)  GDP composition by sector:  agriculture: 13% 

industry: 39%  services: 48% (1992 est.)  Inflation rate (consumer prices): 25% (1995)  Labor force: 2.8 million  by occupation: agriculture 35%, manufacturing 21%, commerce 16%, services and other activities 28% (1982) 

Unemployment rate: 7.1% (1994) 

Agriculture: bananas, coffee, cocoa, rice, potatoes, manioc, plantains, sugarcane; cattle, sheep,

pigs, beef, pork, dairy products; balsa wood; fish, shrimp 

Illicit drugs: significant transit country for derivatives of coca originating in Colombia, Bolivia, and Peru; minor illicit producer of coca; importer of precursor chemicals used in production of illicit narcotics; important money-laundering hub  

Exports: $4 billion (f.o.b., 1994) 

Commodities: petroleum 39%, bananas 17%, shrimp 16%, cocoa 3%, coffee 6% 

Partners: US 42%, Latin America 29%, Caribbean, EU countries 17% 

Imports: $3.7 billion (c.i.f., 1994) 

Commodities: transport equipment, consumer goods, vehicles, machinery, and chemicals 

Partners: US 28%, EU 17%, Latin America 31%, Caribbean, Japan 

External debt: $12.6 billion (1995 est.) 

Economic aid: recipient: ODA, $153 million (1993) 

Country Description: 

Ecuador has a developing economy. Tourism facilities are adequate but vary in quality.

Entry Requirements: 

A passport and a return/onward ticket are required to obtain an entry permit valid for up to 90 days. Travelers without a visa cannot extend this stay beyond 90 days. It is important, therefore, that a visa be obtained if a traveler intends to stay longer than 90 days. For current information concerning entry and customs requirements for Ecuador, travelers can contact the Ecuadorian Embassy at 2535 15th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009, Tel. (202)

234-7200 or the Ecuadorian Consulate in Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, Newark, New

Orleans, New York, or San Francisco.

Medical Facilities: 

Medical care is available but varies in quality. Doctors and hospitals often expect immediate cash payment for health services. Many hospitals do take credit cards. U.S. medical insurance is not always valid outside the United States. The Medicare/Medicaid program does not provide for payment of medical services outside the United States. Supplemental medical insurance with specific overseas coverage, including provision for medical evacuation, has proven useful in many emergencies. For additional health information, travelers may contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's international travelers hotline at (404) 332-4559 or via the CDC home page on the Internet: http://www.cdc.gov/.

Crime and Security Information: 

The U.S. Embassy advises against travel to the northern province of Sucumbios; as of September 1996, U.S. government personnel are restricted from travel there. Travelers are also cautioned against visiting the areas of Carchi Province adjacent to the Colombian border. Both areas are dangerous because of the significant incidence of common crime, extortion and kidnapping. Caution should also be used in other areas bordering on Colombia, as local law enforcement is faced with growing challenges from Colombia-based organized crime, drug traffickers and armed insurgents. An American tourist was kidnapped in 1996. Kidnappings of wealthy Ecuadorians and foreign residents for ransom are on the rise. 

The most frequent reports of crimes committed against tourists are robberies and assaults. Although crimes may be of a non-violent nature, such as pickpocketing, burglary of personal effects, or thefts from vehicles, thieves are often armed with guns and knives. Violent crimes, such as armed robberies and carjackings, are increasing. 

The Ecuadorian government has increased police patrols in tourist areas, but travelers in resort areas along the coast and in the cities of Quito and Guayaquil should remain alert to their surroundings and maintain constant control of purses, backpacks, and briefcases. Expensive-appearing jewelry and watches should not be worn. In Quito, extreme caution should be taken in tourist areas and crowded marketplaces, especially on the crowded streets of south Quito, the Panecillo and all transportation terminals. In Guayaquil, extra caution should be taken when in the downtown section of the city (also known as Las Penas neighborhood) as well as while in the dock (El Malecon) and airport areas. Most recently there have been incidents of luggage theft at the airport.  

Traffic accidents involving buses are frequent. Bus travel throughout Ecuador can be particularly

dangerous, especially at night, because of the frequency of crimes perpetrated against bus travelers.

Widespread civil disorder is rare, but demonstrations at times occur, mostly in the urban centers of Quito and Guayaquil, and sometimes can involve looting and other random violence. Hostilities in the disputed border area between Ecuador and Peru have ceased. A demilitarized area has been negotiated and is in effect, and the border between the two countries is open. Crossing or approaching the Ecuador-Peru border anywhere except at official checkpoints is dangerous and not advisable.

The loss or theft of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and to the U.S. Embassy or Consulate General. Useful information on guarding valuables and protecting personal security while traveling abroad is provided in the Department of State pamphlet, "A Safe Trip Abroad." This publication, as well as others such as "Tips for Travelers to Central and South America," is available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.

Drug Penalties: 

U.S. citizens are subject to the laws of the country in which they are traveling. Penalties in Ecuador for possession or use of and trafficking in illegal drugs are strict. Offenders can expect prolonged pretrial detention without bail and lengthy jail sentences and fines when convicted. 

Civil Aviation Oversight: 

As the result of an assessment conducted by the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in November 1995, the FAA has found the Government of Ecuador's Civil Aviation Authority not to be in compliance with international aviation safety standards for oversight of Ecuador's air carrier operations. While consultations to correct the deficiencies are ongoing, Ecuador's carriers are permitted to conduct limited operations to the U.S. subject to heightened FAA surveillance. For further information, travelers may contact the U.S. Department of Transportation at 1-800-322-7873.

Other Information: 

Maritime safety standards on some tour vessels to the Galapagos Islands are deficient. Travelers have found it useful to verify credentials of tour vessels in advance. Under a provision of Ecuadorian law, a business dispute that normally would be handled by civil litigation in the U.S. may be converted into a criminal proceeding. This provision of law has been used to impose travel prohibitions against resident Americans and also has led to the arrest of U.S. business people.

Document Source: 

US Central Intelligence Agency - The World Factbook 1996, http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/nsolo/

US State Dept - Travel Warnings & Consular Information Sheets, http://travel.state.gov/

