
Checklists save teachers time. Teachers can rapidly mark off on a checklist evidence
of a skill or the meeting of an objective.You might keep an observation sheet for each
student in a three-ring binder, making a functional grade book for tracking student
progress.This method of observation has the added benefit of keeping you focused on
your lesson objectives. It also helps you make sure that no one falls between the cracks
and goes unnoticed.Finally, it provides documented evidence of progress for grade cards
or progress reports or for discussions with students and their parents.

Checklists can be either project specific, as was the leaf-classification checklist, or
generic.Table 9.2 shows a generic checklist designed to gather information about general
skill development. In Portfolio Activity 9.1, you will try your hand at developing a skills
checklist.

Checklists can also provide you with a list of affective attributes to look for in a project-
based science classroom.Table 9.3 is an inventory of dispositions to be used as a guide
when observing students. In Portfolio Activity 9.2, you will develop an assessment for
monitoring affective attributes.

Portfolio Activity 9.1 DEVELOPING A SKILLS CHECKLIST

Materials Needed:
• Materials to teach a lesson developed in this 

investigation

A. Design a lesson that requires a great number of skills
such as observing, measuring, classifying, inferring,
and concluding. Teach this lesson to a team of class-
mates after you design a checklist of all the skills you
might observe while your classmates are engaging in

the investigation. Try to keep track of your class-
mates’ performance while they participate in 
your lesson.

B. Share the checklist with your classmates. Discuss
whether it was an accurate measure of the skills
they used. How might it be improved?

C. Put the checklist in your portfolio.
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Table 9.1PROJECT-SPECIFIC CHECKLIST

1. OBSERVATION
1.1 Can identify major characteristics of the leaves
1.2 Notices similarities among the leaves
1.3 Notices differences among the leaves

2. CLASSIFICATION
2.1 Can determine a method of grouping leaves into two groups
2.2 Can determine a way to group leaves within groups
2.3 Can explain why leaves are classified
2.4 Can classify a new leaf into the existing classification scheme
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