
Although today’s assessment techniques offer many advantages, some educators are
concerned about the cost and time it takes to use these techniques.You will explore the
efficiency of contemporary assessment in Portfolio Activity 9.8.To assess your own learn-
ing about assessment from Chapters 8 and 9, complete Portfolio Activity 9.9.
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content from the chapter and key terms, take a chapter assessment, and link to the
chapter’s websites.

Portfolio Activity 9.8 EFFICIENCY OF ASSESSMENT

Materials Needed:
• Pencil and paper or a computer

A. Some educators have argued that today’s assessment
techniques, while more valid and reliable, cost a
considerable amount of money to implement and
uses an exorbitant amount of teacher time.
Interview several classroom teachers about this
issue.

B. Write a short essay explaining your own beliefs on
this issue.

C. If time allows, have a debate in your classroom about
the “costs” and “benefits” of today’s assessment
techniques.

D. Investigate how computers, hand-held computers, and
CD-ROMs are making assessment easier and saving
time. Examine specific products such as Learner Pro-
file by Sunburst/WINGS company, Grady Profile by
Aurbach and Associates, and Performance Plus by
National Computer Systems (NCS).

E. Record your findings in your portfolio.

Portfolio Activity 9.9 WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED ABOUT ASSESSMENT?

Materials Needed:
• The KWL list from Portfolio Activity 8.1

A. In Portfolio Activity 8.1, you made three columns on a
piece of paper or with a computer word processing pro-
gram. You listed in the first column as many things as
you knew about assessment, and in the second column
you listed what you wanted to know. Reread your sec-
ond column. Think about what you learned about

assessment in Chapters 8 and 9, both of which were
devoted to assessment. In the last column, list every-
thing you learned in these chapters that answered the
questions you had before you read the chapters.

B. How did your beliefs about teaching elementary and
middle grades change after reading these chapters?

C. Record your ideas in your portfolio.
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