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historical highlights

An Unfortunate Self‑Experiment

Throughout the Middle Ages, gonorrhea and syphilis were thought to be different manifestations of the same disease. In 1767, a dedicated and daring English physician named John Hunter attempted to determine if this were so with a shocking and unfortunate experiment. He played the parts of both guinea pig and scientist by inoculating himself with pus from a gonorrhea patient. Dr. Hunter did not know that his patient happened to be simultaneously infected with gonorrhea and syphilis. Not only did the poor doctor acquire both infections, but his findings continued to foster the old and totally incorrect belief that the two diseases were one and the same.
NIH fact sheet on gonorrhea.

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/factsheets/stdgon.htm
CDC fact sheet on syphilis

http://www.thebody.com/cdc/std_guidelines.html
