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Medical microfile

PREGNANCY, CANDIDIASIS, AND THE NEONATE
Hormonal changes contribute to a high rate of candidiasis in pregnant women (up to 90% of women in the third trimester). Aside from the extreme discomfort of the symptoms, candidal vaginitis poses a threat to the newborn. Most cases of neonatal thrush are traced to contact with the mother’s vagina during birth, and cutaneous infection is another common complication. Given the prevalence of vaginal infection during pregnancy, screening for Candida is yet another essential prenatal test. Fortunately, treating the mother with an intravaginal drug cream containing an azole or polyene drug is effective and does not jeopardize the fetus.
CDC Candidiasis information page ;

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/candidiasis_t.htm
