
Chapter 1: Vocabulary Quizzes With and Without Context Clues
The following activity is a quick, effective way to introduce context clues and demonstrate what a powerful help they can be. 

Make a class set of the next two pages by duplicating them front and back on the same piece of paper. (Duplicating a class set on colored paper makes it easy to distinguish the pages from other papers, reminds students not to write on them, and makes them easy to spot when it’s time to collect them.) Transparencies of both pages are also helpful.

· Distribute this “quiz” to students and give them a few minutes to complete it. Tell them that they are not to turn the paper over. Point out the directions: They are to write their answers on a separate piece of paper rather than on the handout. (Since there will be only ten answers total and the quizzes will not be turned in for a grade, we tell students it’s fine to use a piece of scratch paper.)

· When everyone has completed the first quiz (the multiple-choice quiz with the words in isolation) have them turn the page over and write their responses to the second quiz (the same words, but this time they are given in the context of a sentence).

· When everyone is finished, ask if there is anyone who already knew any of the words. (Usually they do not, although one or two people might recognize some of the words.)

· Tell them the five multiple-choice answers (e, a, a, c, e). 

· Ask them to indicate with a show of hands those who scored higher on the first quiz. 

· Ask them to indicate with a show of hands those who scored higher on the second quiz. (A greater number always score higher on the one with context clues. Many students will go from having none correct to having four or even all five correct.) 

· Ask the students why they think having each word presented in a sentence enabled them to score higher on the second quiz, even though the words were exactly the same. 

· Have students explain the clues in the sentences that helped them as they answered the second quiz. 

Vocabulary Quiz

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, write the letter of the answer that defines each word.

1. risible

a. plain and unexceptional


b. dull and boring


c. rising slowly


d. quiet


e. causing laughter

2. litigious


a. tending to take legal action


b. inclined to drink to excess


c.  possessing mechanical ability or aptitude


d. dependable


e. having the ability to read and write

3.  cantankerous


a. easily angered and difficult to get along with


b. pertaining to tanks and military vehicles


c. characterized by a negative attitude


d. belonging to the melon family of fruit


e. extremely small

4.  sporadic

a. pertaining to automatic weapons


b. nonexistent


c. occurring occasionally at random intervals


d. loud and noisy


e. continuous

5. tippler

a. someone who orders an alcoholic beverage with a meal  


b. someone who leaves generous tips in restaurants


c. someone who does not have effective social skills


d. someone who is a habitual drinker of alcohol


e. someone who goes to great lengths to maintain good family relationships

Vocabulary Quiz with Context Clues
Now try the same quiz with context clues added:

1.  John has a fun-loving, risible nature; he is always making jokes.


a. plain and unexceptional


b. dull and boring


c. hostile


d. quiet



e. causing laughter

2. America is a litigious society, and every year citizens file thousands of lawsuits without first trying to resolve conflicts through negotiation.


a. tending to take legal action


b. inclined to drink to excess


c.  possessing special abilities or aptitudes


d. depressed


e. having the ability to read and write

3. My next-door neighbor is a grumpy, cantankerous old man who is disliked by nearly everyone.


a. easily angered and difficult to get along with


b. experienced in repairing tanks and military vehicles


c. characterized by a positive attitude


d. belonging to a religious cult


e. extremely small

4. After the riot ended there was still sporadic gunfire, so the police officers were ordered to remain alert and to keep their bulletproof vests on.


a. pertaining to automatic weapons


b. nonexistent


c. occurring occasionally at random intervals


d. loud and noisy


e. continuous

5. Everyone in the family knew my grandfather was a tippler, but because he drank only beer and wine, he refused to believe that he had a problem.


a. someone who orders an alcoholic beverage with a meal  


b. someone who leaves generous tips in restaurants


c. someone who does not have effective social skills


d. someone who is a habitual drinker of alcohol


e. someone who goes to great lengths to maintain good family relationships


