CHAPTER 3: DISTINGUISHING SUPPORTING DETAILS FROM MAIN IDEAS
Main ideas are more general statements, while supporting details are more specific statements that explain, illustrate, or tell more about the main idea. 
Directions: In the sets of statements below, mark each statement MI for main idea or SD for supporting detail.

Example:


MI
 Dogs are better, friendlier pets than cats.


SD         Dogs are always glad to see their owners while cats are just as likely to ignore

                           them.


Explanation: The first statement is a more general statement, so it is the main idea. 

The second statement is a more specific supporting detail that explains what the words

             “better” and “friendlier” mean.

Set 1

MI
The deserted house looks shabby and run down.

SD
The paint is faded and peeling.

SD
Some of the windows are broken.

Set 2
SD
Several states have mandatory jail sentences for any driver convicted of drunk driving.

M I
Many states now have stronger penalties for drunk driving.

SD
A drunk driver may also have his or her license taken away in some states.

Set 3

SD
Falling down in public is the kind of embarrassing moment that you never forget, no

             matter how much time goes by.
MI
The things you most want to forget are the ones that return to haunt you.

Set 4

SD
Glare from computer screens can cause eyestrain.

SD
Typing for long periods of time can cause wrist and neck pain.

MI
Computers have brought progress, but they have also brought problems.

SD
Radiation from computer screens may also cause problems.
Directions: Label the sentences in the sets of statements below by marking each statement either MI for main idea or SD for supporting detail. Then add appropriate supporting details on the blank lines. Be sure the supporting details you add support (explain, illustrate, or tell more about) the main idea.
Set 5


Exercise is one important way.


There are several things you can do to improve your overall health.


Getting enough rest is also important.

SD
 












SD
 












Set 6


Successful students have certain characteristics in common.


They use a study schedule and plan their time.


Successful students attend class regularly.

SD
 












SD
 












Set 7

Write one of your own. Make one sentence the main idea and the rest of them supporting details.

MI
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SD
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