
CHAPTER 4: IMPLIED MAIN IDEAS, PART 1

Directions: When you formulate a main idea sentence, you will often have to write a general sentence that sums up the details. Read each of these simple sets of sentences. Then write a general sentence that sums them up. You will need to use some words that do not appear in the sentences.
It snowed Monday.

It snowed Tuesday. 

It snowed again on Friday.

Implied main idea: 

It snowed three days this week.  OR   It snowed three days in one week.



                       OR    It snowed three times this week.






Neighbors like Karen.

Co-workers like Karen.

Customers like Karen.

Implied main idea: 

Everyone likes Karen.        OR         Karen is well-liked.



The Smiths have visited San Francisco.

They have also been to Los Angeles.

San Diego is another city they visited.

Implied main idea: 

The Smiths have visited several cites in California.   OR







The Smiths have visited three California cities.





Our dog has destroyed the flowerbeds in our backyard.

He has chewed up several pieces of clothing and some shoes.

He has also ruined our carpet.

Implied main idea: 

Our dog has damaged a lot of our property.     OR








Our dog is very destructive.







If you want to work as an emergency medical technician, you must get the proper training.

You must be able to think clearly under pressure. 

It’s also important to be able to remain calm in stressful situations.

Implied main idea: 
Certain factors are important for anyone who wants to become an emergency 

medical technician.   OR   Several things are necessary in order to be an emergency medical technician.
Directions: As you have just seen, sometimes you must make a generalization to create the implied main idea. Sometimes, however, you must add essential information to a sentence in the paragraph to create the implied main idea. At other times, you will have to combine ideas from several sentences to formulate the implied main idea. Use these strategies as you complete this exercise. It will help you to write the number of the formula you use.
     Don won the school award for outstanding sportsmanship. He also won the student service award. He has won every major school award except the music award.

Implied main idea sentence: 
Don has won every major school award except the music award.


                                                (Formula 1: Add the topic—“Don”—to the last sentence.)



     When you are trying to decide on a possible career, think about which classes you enjoy the most in college. You should also consider whether you prefer to work primarily with your mind or if you like a “hands on” job. Think about whether you prefer to work by yourself or with others. Finally, think about whether you prefer to work indoors or outside. 

Implied main idea sentence: 
There are several things you should take into consideration when trying to decide on a possible career.    (Formula 3: Write a general sentence that sums up the details in the paragraph.)












     The Weatherfords’ oldest daughter is an emergency room nurse. Their second daughter is a pediatrician, and their son is a dermatologist. Their youngest daughter is a pharmacist. 

Implied main idea sentence: 
Several of the Weatherfords’ children have careers in the medical field.
            
(Formula 3: Write a general sentence that sums up the details in the paragraph.)
     Mark did not have high grades his first year of college. His second year, he made much better grades. By the time he graduated, he was making all A’s.

Implied main idea sentence: 
Mark’s grades improved throughout college. (Formula 3)        OR
 

Although Mark did not have high graded his first year of college, he was making all A’s by the time he graduated. (Formula 2)












     Playing sports can strengthen your cardiovascular system. It can also help tone your muscles. Furthermore, participating in athletics is a way to have fun and reduce stress.

Implied main idea sentence: 
There are many benefits of playing sports.  (Formula 3)



     Do you always keep your word? If so, then people will trust and respect you. You will be admired for your integrity and dependability. You will also respect yourself and feel good about yourself. 

Implied main idea sentence: 
There are several advantages of keeping your word.    OR


                                                Keeping your word will benefit you in several ways.
(Formula 3)


     The Hernandez family has traveled to Europe several times. Over the years, they have also visited much of South America and Central America. Asia is the only part of the world they have not yet seen.

Implied main idea sentence: 
Asia is the only part of the world the Hernandez family has not yet seen. 

                  (Formula 1: The last sentence becomes a complete main idea when the topic is added to it.)


