CHAPTER 2-4: REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What is the difference between the topic and the main idea of a paragraph?

The topic is a word, name or phrase that tells who or what a paragraph is about. The main
 

idea is a complete sentence that contains the topic and tells the authors most important point 

about the topic. The main idea is also called the topic sentence. The main idea is a general 

statement that sums up the details of the paragraph.







2. What is the difference between a main idea that is stated and a main idea that is implied?

A stated main idea is a sentence the author includes in a paragraph that tells the most
 

important point about the topic. An implied main idea sentence is a sentence the reader


 formulates that tells the author’s most point about the topic.






3. Why is it important for students to know how to determine the main ideas of paragraphs? Give at least three reasons.


--Better comprehension 








 

 
--Can mark textbooks intelligently










--Can take better notes











--Enables you to write a summary










--Enables you to make an outline







 


--Often gives a clue to the organizational pattern of the paragraph



 


--Makes material easier to memorize material








--Can help you make higher grades on tests








