Chapter 5: Creating Your Own Paragraphs with Patterns

     Four common patterns of organization are list, sequence, comparison-contrast, and cause-effect. Writers often use certain clue words or other signals that help the reader know which pattern is being used. Also, the main idea sentence will often give a clue to the pattern that will be used in the paragraph.

Directions: 

· Write four short paragraphs, using a different pattern in each. The paragraphs can be about the same topic or about different topics.

· Be sure to use some of the appropriate clue words or signals in each of your paragraphs. (Some examples of these clue words are given for each pattern.) 

· Include a stated main idea sentence that also gives the reader an indication of which pattern will be used. Highlight or underline your stated main idea sentence.

1. List Pattern  

Clues/signals: numbered, lettered or bulleted items in a list; first, second, third, etc.;  words and phrases such as two types, four kinds, three categories, etc. (Remember that in a list, the order of the items are NOT important. Do not describe anything that involves steps.)

2. Sequence Pattern  

Clues/signals: numbered or lettered items; first, second, then, next, finally; dates and references to time; words such as stages, phases, series, progression, steps. (Remember, the order IS important.)

3. Definition Pattern  


Clues/signals: refers to, is known as, means, the term, is called; words in bold print, color, or italics.

4. Cause-Effect Pattern  


Clues/signals: cause--the reason was, because, due to, the causes are; 

effects--results, outcome, consequence, thus, consequently, therefore.
5. Comparison-Contrast Pattern  


Clues/signals: comparisons--likewise, also, same, similarly, both; contrasts--in contrast, however, but, on the other hand, while, although, nevertheless, whereas, different, unlike, some...others, and words that are opposite in meaning.


