
CHAPTER 9: AUTHOR’S PURPOSE, POINT OF VIEW, TONE, AND INTENDED AUDIENCE

Purpose: 

inform, instruct, persuade, entertain

Point of view:

the author’s position, attitude, or belief regarding an issue or topic

Tone: 


See definitions of tone words in your textbook

Intended audience: 
the general public, a specific group of people (such as teenagers, parents of twins, 

baseball fans, etc.), or a particular person (the editor of a newspaper, a senator, etc.)

1.       Are you a recent high school graduate? Lots of high school graduates go straight into college without thinking about whether college is really the best choice for them. In my opinion, every recent high school student should work fulltime for at least a year before going to college. It would give you time to see what the world of work is like. It would also give you time to develop more maturity. It might also let you get a headstart in a field you truly like. If you then decide to attend college, it might help you know what you want to major in. 

Intended audience:
recent high school graduates








Point of View: 
Every recent high school student should work fulltime for at least a year before going 

                        to college.











Purpose:
to persuade (high school graduates to work fulltime for at least a year before going to 

                        college)










Author’s Tone:
 neutral, objective









2.        As a college student, you must be able to determine the main idea of paragraphs you read in your college textbooks. To determine the main idea of a paragraph, first determine the topic. Do this by asking yourself, ”Who or what is this paragraph about?” The next step is to see if the paragraph contains a sentence that has the topic in it and tells the author’s most important point about the topic. If so, you have found the stated main idea. If the paragraph does not contain a stated main idea sentence, there is one additional step in the process: you must formulate the sentence yourself. This is called an implied main idea. The sentence still must tell the author’s most important point about the topic. The only difference is that you, rather than the author, have put the author’s main point into words.

Intended audience:

college students








Purpose:
to instruct (college students how to determine the main idea of a paragraph)



Author’s Tone:
neutral, objective, matter-of-fact







3.       Have you ever tried to line dance? It’s popular in country and western clubs and bars. It’s great exercise, but you’d better be coordinated or you’re in trouble! I guess I have two left feet. I kept going right when everyone else was going left. I looked like someone who enlisted in the army in a country whose language he didn’t speak. I tried to watch what those on either side of me were doing, but by the time I caught on, they’d moved on to something else. Mercifully, the song ended after another few minutes. Embarrassed, I asked the bartender, “Well, am I the worst line dancer you’ve ever seen?” He thought about it a minute, and grinned. “No,” he said. “But I’d say you’re definitely in the top three.”

Intended audience:

general public









Purpose:

to entertain (readers with a humorous anecdote)




Author’s Tone:
satirical, humorous, lighthearted, amused







4.      To be successful, college students must learn to monitor their own learning strategies and their own progress. If you just sit there and passively wait for the instructor to tell you how to approach every assignment instead of trying to figure out things for yourself, then you are failing to learn a very important skill. If you do not use feedback (such as grades and instructor comments on assignments and tests) to help you do better next time, then you are failing to learn a very important skill. Ultimately, you must learn how to learn! You must learn how to assess you own progress, and learn the steps to take whenever you do not understand something.

Intended audience:
college students









Point of View: 
To be successful, college students must learn to monitor their own learning

         strategies and their own progress.










Purpose:
to persuade (college students that they must “learn how to learn”)



Author’s Tone:
concerned, impassioned, emotional 







5.      Some people marry to escape an unhappy home life. Others marry because of romantic, idealized notions they have about love and marriage. Still others marry simply because they have dated a person for a long time and they fear they will not find anyone else to marry. There are those who marry because of family pressure to get married. There are those who marry because they simply feel it is time for them to get married. These are all terribly poor reasons for getting married. To be sure that you are making a wise choice of a marriage partner, I urge you to take enough time—at least a year or two—to get to know the other person extremely well. Be sure that you and the other person have similar values and beliefs. Take the time to discuss important things such as attitudes towards money, careers, religion, family life, child rearing, and so forth. Take as much time as you need before making perhaps the most important decision of your life: the person you decide to marry!

Intended audience:
people who are engaged or anyone who anticipates getting married at some 

point












 

Point of View: 
“Take as much time as you need before making perhaps the most important decision 

of your life: the person you decide to marry!”









Purpose:
to persuade (people not to rush into marriage or to marry for the wrong reasons)

Author’s Tone:
concerned, impassioned, emotional 








