
CHAPTER 9: AUTHOR’S TONE
Directions:  Read each passage, and then write one or more words that describe the author’s tone. You should be able to tell what it was in the passage that helped you determine the tone. Refer to the list of descriptive terms and their definitions in Chapter 9 of Exercise Your College Reading Skills. When trying to determine the author’s tone, it may help you to read the passage aloud so that you can hear the tone. Look also at the author’s choice of words. Watch for italics and exclamation marks since authors frequently use them for emphasis and emotion.

1.      There is a terrible crisis at hand: AIDS. AIDS is not simply a problem of homosexuals or IV drug users: it’s a burgeoning, worldwide epidemic. In America, the fastest growing segment of those becoming infected with HIV—the virus that eventually turns into AIDS—is young adults. Even more frightening is a recently released study that shows that most teenagers and college students are still not practicing abstinence or safe sex, such as consistently using condoms. Sexually active but irresponsible young people seem to believe that they will somehow magically escape AIDS. There is no cure; there is only prevention. It’s time to wake up! Your very life may depend on it.


The author’s tone is 
urgent, concerned, alarmed




2.      If you like long, boring movies with insipid dialog, then you might like director Snodgrass Carruthers’ latest movie, Day at the Beach. In this failed attempt at comedy, Carruthers includes one irrelevant, dull scene after another. Although Carruthers based the movie on an exciting event that occurred at Malibu beach a few years ago, he nevertheless manages to squeeze the life out of it. The actors are miscast, although they gamely try to limp through the wretched script. Consequently, moviegoers will come away feeling annoyed, and perhaps sleepy. Instead of seeing Day at the Beach, you should consider spending the day at the beach instead—and seeing some other movie.



The author’s tone is 
sarcastic, biting, stinging, critical, disparaging

3.      Although I’ve traveled to many countries and lived many places, there’s no place I love better than the small town of my childhood. I remember the friendly shopkeepers who gave us pieces of penny candy whenever we came into the store. I remember July Fourth parades down Main Street and fireworks at night. I remember running barefoot all summer long, swimming in the pond, and having picnics with friends. I can still taste the cold lemonade and smell the hot apple pie. After eighty years’ of living, I’ve come to realize that there’s still no place on earth I’d rather be than in that small slice of heaven, the little town in which I grew up.



The author’s tone is 
nostalgic, sentimental, emotional






 


