CHAPTER 5: RECOGNIZING AUTHORS’ WRITING PATTERNS
SET 3 QUIZ

Directions: Read each paragraph, and then decide which pattern has been used to organize the details. Remember to watch for clues words in the main idea sentence, as well as for clue words and signals throughout the paragraph. (Authors do not always use clue words and signals, however.) After you have read each paragraph, ask yourself, “Which pattern has the author used to organize the information in the paragraph?”
1. 
   Criminologists have looked closely at situations in which assaults are committed. One researcher identified six stages of a confrontational situation that lead to an assault:


1. One person insults another.

     2. The insulted person perceives the significance of the insult, often noting the reactions of others present, and becomes angry.

3. The insulted person contemplates a response: fight, flight or conciliation. If the response chosen is fight, the insultee assaults the insulter then and there. If another response is chosen, the situation advances to stage 4.

        4. The original insulter, now reprimanded, shamed, or embarrassed, makes a countermove: fight or flight.

5. If the choice is a fight, the insulter assaults (and possibly kills) the

           insultee.

6. The “triumphant” party flees or awaits the consequences (for example,

           police response).
Source: Freda Adler, Gerhard Mueller, and William Laufer, Criminology, 4th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2001, pp. 296-97.

The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. sequence.

c. comparison/contrast.

d. cause-effect.

2.
The Importance of Effective Design 

     When document design is poor, both organizations and society suffer. The defect that caused the nuclear accident at Three Mile Island appeared 17 months earlier in a Toledo power plant. At the Toledo plant, workers were able to control damage before a serious problem arose. However, it was clear that a problem existed that might occur again either at that plant or at other locations. A supervisor recommended new guidelines--and put them on the second page of a two-page memo. None of the 12 people on the distribution list for that memo responded. A not-quite-right subject line, ineffective writing, and poor document design caused the memo to be ignored. On March 28,1979, the same defect led to America’s worst nuclear accident to this date--an accident that might have been avoided if writers had been able to design documents that readers could understand and act on.

Source: Kitty Locker, Business and Administrative Communication, 5th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2000, p. 143.

The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. sequence.

c. comparison/contrast.

d. cause-effect.

3. 
     The great Roman orator Cicero (106-43 B.C.) wrote that the Romans were like other people except in their religious fervor: “In reference for the gods, we are far superior.” Perhaps more than any other ancient civilizations, the Romans saw the world as infused with spirits; in their view, almost every space was governed by some divinity. Rome itself was guarded by three deities that protected the state—Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva—but there were gods for even smaller spaces. There were goddesses for the countryside, for the hills, and for the valleys. There were three gods to guard entrances—one for the door, one for the hinges, and a third for the lintel, the door’s upper supporting beam. The remaining spaces within the home were equally inhabited by spirits that demanded worship and sacrifice.

Source: Dennis Sherman and Joyce Salisbury, The West in the World, New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2001, pp. 120-21.

The writing pattern is

a. sequence.

b. definition.

c. comparison/contrast.

d. cause-effect.

4. 
    Robert Peck (1955) identified four psychological developments associated with successful adaptation in middle age, and they represent a shift from physical prowess to mental and emotional flexibility.

1. Valuing wisdom versus valuing physical prowess. Wisdom, defined as the ability to make the best choices in life, depends on a broad range of experience and more than compensates for diminished strength and stamina and the loss of youthful appearance.

2. Socializing versus sexualizing in human relationships. People come to value men and women in their lives as unique individuals, as friends, and as companions rather than primarily as sex objects.

3. Emotional flexibility versus emotional impoverishment. As children grow up and become independent, and as loved ones die, the ability to shift emotional investment from one person to another (if physical limitations develop) and from one activity to another becomes crucial.

4. Mental flexibility versus mental rigidity. Unless people continue to seek new answers to life’s important questions, they can become set in their ways and closed to new ideas. 

Source: Adapted from Diane Papalia and Sally Olds, Human Development, 7th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1998, pp. 508-09.

The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. sequence.

c. definition.

d. problem-solution.

5.      
     Perhaps the most important reason for understanding the process of mass communication is that you will learn to think critically about the messages the media send us. You will become a more thoughtful media consumer. As a consumer of the media, and as a citizen of the world in which high technology seems to be bringing people closer together, your responsibility is to understand how the media function and to develop the skills to interpret the significance of the products they offer. By understanding the nature and function of mass communication, you can begin to recognize the significance of the media and the role they play in shaping your understanding of the world.

Source: Adapted from Judy C. Pearson and Paul E. Nelson, An Introduction to Human Communication, 8th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2000, p. 130.

The writing pattern is

a. sequence.

b. definition.

c. comparison/contrast.

d. cause-effect.

6. 
    The doctrine of judicial restraint holds that the judiciary should be highly respectful of precedent and should defer to the judgment of legislatures. The restraint doctrine emphasizes the consistency of law and rule through elected institutions. It holds that broad issues of the public good should be decided in nearly all cases by the majority through legislation enacted by elected officials. The judges’ role is to discover the application of legislation and precedent to specific cases rather than to search for new principles that essentially change the meaning of the law.

Source: Thomas E. Patterson, The American Democracy, 5th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2001, p. 483.

The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. sequence.

c. definition.

d. comparison/contrast.

7.
     Much of the ethnic differentiation in Yugoslavia has been based on religion, culture, political and military history, and some differences involving language. Serb-Croatian is a Slavic language spoken, with dialect variation, by Serbs, Croats, and Muslim Slavs alike. (Albanian is a separate language.) Croats and Serbs use different alphabets. The Croats have adopted our Roman alphabet, but the Serbs use the Cyrillic alphabet, which they share with Russia and Bulgaria. The two alphabets help promote ethnic differentiation and nationalism. Serbs and Croats, who share speech, are divided by writing—by literature, newsprint, and political manifestos. 

Source: Conrad Kottak, Cultural Anthropology, 8th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2000, p. 120.

The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. definition.

c. comparison/contrast.

d. cause-effect.

8. 
     On the basis of observations and previous data, a scientist formulates a hypothesis. The hypothesis is tested by further observations or a controlled experiment, and new data either support or falsify the hypothesis. The scientist may then choose to retest the same hypothesis or to test a related hypothesis.


Source: Sylvia Mader, Inquiry into Life, 9th ed., New York, McGraw-Hill, Inc., 2001, p. 6.
The writing pattern is

a. list.

b. sequence.

c. definition.

d. comparison/contrast.

