Activity 1.3: Interviewing Teachers about the Scientific Basis of the Art of Teaching

Purpose:  

Teaching is both science and art. This activity will help you to uncover an experienced teacher’s perceptions about the scientific basis of the art of teaching and to develop your own appreciation of teaching as art and science. 

Directions:  

Use the following questions to guide you as you interview a teacher about his or her understanding and application of the scientific basis of the art of teaching. (Note: Many experienced teachers may not be aware of the research base and yet may be using best practice. Some effective teaching research is based on what excellent experienced teachers do.) 


1.
To what extent has the way you plan your teaching been influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research on planning 



______ your own experience and intuition 



______ other (please specify) 



2.
Can you give an example of a planning principle you have learned from each source?



research: 




experience: 




other: 



3.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these principles in practice? If so, in what way(s)?


4.
To what extent has the way you allocate resources like time and space in your classroom been influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research on allocating time and space



______ your own experience and intuition



______ other (please specify) 


5. Can you give an example of a principle of allocating resources that you have learned from each source?



research: 




experience: 




other: 



6.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these principles in practice? If so, in what way(s)?


7.
To what extent has the way you organize your classroom to create a productive classroom community been influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research 



______ your own experience and intuition 



______ other (please specify) 



8.
Can you give an example of a principle underlying the creation of productive classroom community you have learned from each source?



research: 




experience: 




other: 



9.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these principles in practice? If so, in what way(s)?

10. To what extent has the way you manage your classroom been influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research 



______ your own experience and intuition 



______ other (please specify) 
 

11.
Can you give an example of a classroom management principle that you have learned from each source?



research: 




experience: 




other: 



12.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these principles in practice? If so, in what way(s)?


13.
To what extent are the teaching strategies you use influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research 



______ your own experience and intuition 



______ other (please specify) 



14.
Can you give an example of a teaching strategy that you have learned from each source?



research: 




experience: 




other: 



15.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these strategies in practice? If so, in what way(s)?


16.
To what extent is the way you work with other adults in the school influenced by: (Estimate the percentage contribution of each.)



______ research



______ your own experience and intuition



______ other (please specify) 


17.  Can you give examples of principles underlying work with parents that you have learned from each source?


research: 




experience: 




other: 



18.
Do you find you sometimes need to modify these principles in practice? If so, in what way(s)?

Analysis and Reflection:  

Are there any patterns to where this teacher obtains ideas or principles for teaching? Are there any patterns to how this teacher modifies these ideas or principles in practice? Write a paragraph about any patterns you perceive and their relevance to your own teaching.

