Activity 1.4: Observing the Three Aspects of Teaching

Purpose:  

Teaching is a complex, multifaceted activity. This activity will help sensitize you to the multiple aspects of a teacher’s work. 

Directions:  

Shadow a teacher for at least half a day. Make sure you have a chance to observe him or her either before school starts or after class is let out. Make a “tick” whenever you see the teacher perform one of the listed activities. At the same time, estimate the amount of time the teacher spends on that activity, and jot down any other observations you make. Perhaps certain activities tend to occur at certain times, a particular emotional tone is evident, or several activities occur simultaneously. Make note of anything you think will help you refine your understanding of the three aspects of teaching.

Aspect
Observed
Time
Comments

Leadership


Planning
_______
______
______________


Allocating time and space
_______
______
______________


Organizing learning communities
_______
______
______________


Managing the classroom
_______
______
______________


Assessing or evaluating
_______
______
______________

Interaction


Using the presentation model
_______
______
______________


Using the direct instruction model
_______
______
______________


Using the cooperative learning model
_______
______
______________


Using problem-based learning
_______
______
______________


Using concept teaching models
_______
______
______________


Using discussion
_______
______
______________


Using other strategies (specify)
_______
______
______________

Organization


Interacting with other adults to carry 
_______
______
______________

  out the work of the school


Working alone on nonclassroom tasks
_______
______
______________


Working toward school improvement
_______
______
______________


Working with parents
_______
______
______________

Analysis and Reflection  

Tally up the number of ticks for each category, and add the amount of time spent on each category. What did this teacher spend the most time doing? What did he or she do most often? How much time is spent on average on any one episode within a category? (Divide time spent by number of ticks.) Does this seem to be the most productive allocation of the teacher’s time? Why or why not? 

