Activity 1.5: Portfolio: My Teaching Platform 

Purpose:  

This first portfolio activity was designed to help you describe your current thinking about teaching and learning by creating a teaching platform. 

Directions:  

Create a teaching platform by doing the following: 

Step 1:  

Write a two- or three-page paper that describes your platform for teaching and learning. This platform should represent your thinking at this point in time about how learning occurs and the implications this has for teaching practices. Your platform should be supported by clear and specific “planks” that include the beliefs and values that guide the way you would construct your classroom and perform your teaching. 

Think about the platform as your overall conception about teaching and learning, and the planks as your more specific beliefs and values. An example of a plank might be that “learning is an active process wherein knowledge is socially constructed.” 

Step 2:  

Your platform should be started now, preferably early in the semester. Revise it weekly as you study and learn more about all aspects of teaching and learning to teach. 

Step 3:  

You may also wish to use your platform as a device to organize other aspects of your portfolio. For instance, you might illustrate your beliefs with photographs, videos, papers, lesson plans, and examples of student work. 

SOURCE: The ideas in this activity are adapted from work done by Dr. Paulette Lemma and her colleagues in the Elementary Education Program at Connecticut State University.

