Activity 2.2: Observing and Interviewing Teachers of Special-Needs and Culturally Diverse Students 

Purpose:  

It’s relatively simple to vow to treat all children equitably, but it’s sometimes difficult to put such ideals into practice. This activity will help you learn how experienced teachers actually accomplish the goal of fair and effective treatment of exceptional, limited-English, and culturally diverse students. 

Directions:  

First observe, then interview, a teacher about how he or she manages a classroom with special-needs and diverse children, using the observation and interview form below as a guide. Observe and note the following: 


1.
How has the teacher arranged the furniture in the room?


2.
What has the teacher placed on the walls? Are they brightly and busily decorated or more subdued? Are rules, procedures, or other cues posted?


3.
Note the teacher’s use of time. How much time is devoted, on average, to each lesson segment? Do students move around much between lesson segments? How much time does the teacher provide for transitions?


4.
How has the teacher grouped students for instruction? Whole class? Individual? Small groups? Do the students stay in the same grouping pattern, or do they change from one arrangement to another?


5.
What rules and procedures do students observe in this classroom?


6.
Note peer interaction. Tally the number of positive and negative statements students make to each other.


7.
What teaching strategy is the teacher using?

Now that you’ve observed the class, use the questions below to guide an interview with the teacher. 


8.
What is your strategy for dealing with the wide range of academic ability, diverse language ability, and cultural diversity in your classroom?


9.
How did you come to this strategy? Where did you get your ideas? What else have you tried, and how successful was it?


10.
How have you helped special-needs students be accepted by other children?


11.
Do you have pull-out programs (a program in which a child with special needs is “pulled out” of his or her regular classroom for instruction by a special teacher) in your school? If so, how do you work around learning-disabled students going in and out? Gifted and talented students? Limited-English students?

Analysis and Reflection:  

Based on what you have read, observed, and discussed with teachers, briefly outline your own plan for how you will accommodate special-needs children in your own class. What obstacles are you likely to run into in implementing your plan? How might you circumvent them? 

