Activity 2.3: Evaluating Curriculum Materials for Bias 

Purpose:  

The purpose of this activity is to systematically assess bias in textbooks and other learning materials. 

Directions:  

Select an elementary or secondary school textbook to evaluate, either from a school in which you are doing fieldwork or from the university curriculum library. Read it, paying special attention to the content, examples, and visual material in it. Then fill out the charts here; write a “Y” for “yes” in the appropriate blank if the book exhibits that particular form of bias for that particular group. 


1.
Look at the content of the book—the information conveyed. Are any of these forms of bias present: stereotype, imbalance, invisibility, unreality, linguistic, fragmentation?



Race/ethnicity: _____



Gender: _____



Low-SES: _____



Special needs: _____


2.
Look at the examples used to elaborate on and clarify the content. Are any of these forms of bias present: stereotype, imbalance, invisibility, unreality, linguistic, fragmentation?



Race/ethnicity: _____



Gender: _____



Low-SES: _____



Special needs: _____


3.
Look at the visuals used to illustrate the content. Are any of these forms of bias present: stereotype, imbalance, invisibility, unreality, linguistic, fragmentation?



Race/ethnicity: _____



Gender: _____



Low-SES: _____



Special needs: _____

Analysis and Reflection:  

Does the book contain bias? Would you use it in your own classroom? Why or why not? If you did use it, how would you raise the issue of bias with your students? Alternatively, how would you supplement the text to provide a bias-free curriculum? 

