Activity 2.6: Portfolio: My Understanding of Policies Related to Student Learning, Diversity, and Inclusion

Purpose:  

This portfolio exercise will help you gather materials in your portfolio that demonstrate your understanding of student learning, diversity, and inclusion.

Directions:  

Create a portfolio entry by completing the following steps: 

Step 1:  

Select a key component of a school district’s or school’s current policies related to diversity, inclusion, multicultural education, and student learning. Generally, you can get this information from your principal if you are taking a practicum along with this course. If not, contact the district’s central office. 

Step 2:  

Observe how these policies are implemented in a classroom, school office, and school cafeteria. You may wish to document your observation with pictures. 

Step 3:  

Do a written analysis or picture essay of your findings. Your analysis or essay should include (a) features in each setting that correspond with the policies, (b) features in each setting that show efforts are underway, and (c) features in each setting that still need work. 

Step 4:  

Review all your work and place it in your portfolio, along with a hypothetical letter to district personnel describing your insights about diversity, inclusion, and student learning, and how these insights will help you become an effective teacher. 

