Activity 2.7: Charting the Characteristics of a School’s Attendance Boundaries

Purpose:  

One very important aspect of working with diverse students is to understand the community where they live. The purpose of this activity is to give you practice in gaining familiarity with your community.

Directions:  

Get an attendance boundary map from a school district for a school’s community you want to examine. It may be the school where you have some type of field experience. Spend an afternoon walking and/or driving around the area and make note of the characteristics listed below. (Walking is best.)


1.
Make a rough sketch of the area, noting major streets and landmarks.


2.
What is the predominant socioeconomic status (SES) of the neighborhood?


3.
Is this neighborhood’s SES (socioeconomic status) homogeneous, or are there pockets of differing SES? What are these? Where are they?


4.
What conditions are homes in around the neighborhood? Are they mostly apartments, single-family homes, or a mix?


5.
What ethnic or racial groups are represented in the neighborhood? Which one is the majority group?


6.
What age groups are represented in the neighborhood? Which is the majority?


7.
Count the number of places of worship. What religions do they represent? Where are they concentrated?


8.
What is the economic base of the community? What industries are there? What commercial enterprises? What is the community’s level of economic health?


9.
Does the community contain any centers for the arts or other cultural centers? What is their focus? Where are they located?


10.
Where are the public libraries located? Stop in the library and skim the local newspaper. Find out if there is a community newspaper. Find out if there is a local history you might read.


11.
What services does the community provide for children?


12.
Describe the parks and other recreation facilities.


13.
Where are the “hangouts?”


14.
How would you characterize the “tone” of the community? Optimistic? Busy? Depressed? Orderly? Unruly? Quiet?


15.
What other characteristics of this community stand out for you?

Analysis and Reflection:  

Write a paragraph about how you might incorporate the knowledge you’ve obtained about the community into your teaching. How will it help you establish rapport with students? How will it help you develop good working relationships with parents? How can you use the information in your lessons?

