Activity 4.2: Surveying Students about Classroom Life 

Purpose:  

A positive classroom environment can facilitate learning. This activity will give you a means of determining students’ perceptions about classroom life. 

Directions:  

Ask a teacher if you can conduct the survey in his or her class. Then distribute the survey to students for them to fill out in class. If you are working with younger children or those with reading difficulties, you may wish to read each item aloud and have students fill out answer sheets with happy, indifferent, or frowning faces. Add other questions that may be of special interest to you. Tell students their answers will remain confidential.

Classroom Life

Here is a list of some statements that describe life in the classroom. Circle the letter in front of the statement that best tells how you feel about this class. There are no right or wrong answers. 


1.
Life in this class with your regular teacher has: 

a.
All good things 

b.
Mostly good things 

c.
More good things than bad 

d.
About as many good things as bad 

e.
More bad things than good 

f.
Mostly bad things 


2.
How hard are you working these days on learning what is being taught at school? 

a.
Very hard 

b.
Quite hard 

c.
Not very hard 

d.
Not hard at all 


3.
When I’m in this class, I usually am: 

a.
Wide awake and very interested 

b.
Pretty interested, kind of bored part of the time 

c.
Not very interested, bored quite a lot of the time 

d.
Bored, don’t like it 


4.
How hard are you working on schoolwork compared with the others in the class? 

a.
Harder than most 

b.
A little harder than most 

c.
About the same as most 

d.
A little less than most 

e.
Quite a bit less than most 


5.
How many of the pupils in this class do what the teacher suggests? 

a.
Most of them do 

b.
More than half do 

c.
Less than half do 

d.
Hardly anybody does 


6.
If you help each other with your work in this class, the teacher: 

a.
Likes it a lot 

b.
Likes it some 

c.
Likes it a little 

d.
Doesn’t like it at all 


7.
How often do the pupils in this class help one another with their schoolwork? 

a.
Most of the time 

b.
Sometimes 

c.
Hardly ever 

d.
Never 


8.
How often do the pupils in this class act friendly toward one another? 

a.
Always 

b.
Most of the time 

c.
Sometimes 

d.
Hardly ever

Analysis and Reflection:  

Tabulate and examine the results of the survey to obtain a broad view of the classroom’s tone, student motivation, and norms and expectations of the group. Look for classroom trends and for individuals or subgroups that may deviate from the classroom. Write a paragraph about this classroom’s climate and its strong and weak points; suggest ways it might be improved. 

