Activity 5.3: Observing Students’ Influence on
Academic Tasks 

Purpose:  

Doyle and Carter showed that students can have an impact on what happens in the classroom. It is clearly important for teachers to be aware of the influence students can exert. This activity will help you to develop awareness of the pattern of academic tasks and student influence in the classroom. 

Directions:  

Observe an elementary classroom for at least half a day, or a secondary classroom for at least three consecutive days. Keep a running account of what happens in the classroom, what the teacher says and does, what the students say and do, and the amount of time spent on each activity. Obtain copies of all handouts. Immediately after each observation, write down any details you noticed but did not have time to include during the observation itself. 

Analysis and Reflection:  

Read through your notes several times. Look for recurring patterns of behavior. Are there any consistencies in the way the teacher introduces a new task? In the way he or she elaborates or explains the task? In the way students react? In the type of task and the length of time it takes to complete? In the way tasks are ended? You may see patterns in other areas. Write an additional two pages about the patterns you observed, and comment on why you think those patterns take the form they do. That is, think about who has influence on academic tasks, based on what you observed, and how that influence is exerted. Does it affect academic tasks in a positive or negative way? Do you think these influences are universal, or are they specific to this particular teacher, group of students, or school? What will you do as a teacher to maintain your awareness of these influences in your own classroom, and what will you do to manage these influences in a positive way? 

