Activity 5.4: Interviewing Teachers about Rules and Procedures 

Purpose:  

Teaching and enforcing appropriate rules and procedures can prevent or solve the vast majority of management and discipline problems. This activity is to help you gain practical knowledge about what kinds of rules and procedures are needed in classrooms and how these are taught and enforced. 

Directions:  

Interview one elementary teacher, one middle school teacher, or one high school teacher using the questions listed here. 


1.
What are the rules and procedures in your class that govern student movement? 


2.
How did you initially develop and teach those rules and procedures? 


3.
Which ones seem easiest for students to follow? Why? Which ones seem hardest? Why? 


4.
What do you do to maintain and enforce them? 


5.
What are the rules and procedures in your class that govern student talking?


6.
How did you initially develop and teach those rules and procedures? 


7.
Which ones seem easiest for students to follow? Why? Which ones seem hardest? Why?


8.
What do you do to maintain and enforce them? 


9.
What are the rules and procedures in your class that govern downtime? 


10.
How did you initially develop and teach those rules and procedures? 


11.
Which ones seem easiest for students to follow? Why? Which ones seem hardest? Why? 


12.
What do you do to maintain and enforce them? 

Analysis and Reflection:  

What seem to be the common elements of rules and procedures at any grade level? Are there any rules and procedures that occur at each level? Are there any common ways they are taught, maintained, and enforced? Are there any common areas of difficulty? Conversely, what did you uncover about rules and procedures that seems to apply only to a particular age group or a particular teacher’s style? How will you apply what you have learned to your own teaching? 

