Activity 5.5: Observing Management Practices during Unstable Periods 

Purpose:  

Unstable periods in classroom life pose the most difficult management challenges. This activity is to help you to gain practical knowledge about how to manage these difficult periods. 

Directions:  

Observe an elementary classroom for a few hours from the opening of the school day, or a secondary classroom for an entire period. Check the actions you see the teacher take in managing unstable periods.




Yes
No

1.
Opening Class 


In order to open class smoothly and efficiently, did the 

teacher do the following:



a.
Greet students at the door?
____
 ____



If so, give an example: 



b.
Use student helpers for routine administrative tasks?
____
____



If so, give an example: 



c.
Write start-up activities on the board?
____
____



If so, give an example: 



d.
Use routine or ceremonial events that set the proper tone?
____
____



If so, give an example: 



e.
Other (specify): 


2.
Transitions


Keep a tally of the number of transitions you observe.



Describe one of the transitions you observed.





Yes
No


In order to move students smoothly and efficiently from 
one activity to the next, did the teacher do the following:


a.
Rely on routinized procedure? 
____
____



If so, give an example: 



b.
Cue or signal the students in some way? 
____
____



If so, give an example: 



c. 
Other (specify): 


3. Closing Class


In order to close class smoothly and efficiently, 

did the teacher do the following:


a.
Leave sufficient time to collect books and papers? 
____
____


b.
Make assignments early enough to avoid last-minute confusion? 
____
____


c.
Rely on routine procedures for collecting papers and materials? 
____
____


If so, give an example: 



d.
Cue students that close of class was approaching? 
____
____


e. 
Other (specify): 


Analysis and Reflection:  

Which elements of effective management of unstable periods did this teacher rely on? Which elements were missing? How might this teacher incorporate these missing elements into his or her management routines? Write a paragraph about how you will manage unstable periods in your own classroom. 
