Activity 5.6: Observing Teacher Responses to Student Misbehavior 

Purpose:  

How to respond to student misbehavior is one of the greatest concerns of beginning teachers. This activity will help you to gain practical knowledge about how to respond to such misbehavior. 

Directions:  

Observe a classroom for 45 to 60 minutes. Whenever you observe an instance of student misbehavior, quickly describe the incident, then use the codes on the next page to code the type of misbehavior and the teacher’s response. (You may use more than one code per incident, if necessary.)

Incidents 
Student Misbehavior
Teacher Response


1.
____________________________
__________
__________


2.
____________________________
__________
__________


3.
____________________________
__________
__________


4.
____________________________
__________
__________


5.
____________________________
__________
__________


6.
____________________________
__________
__________


7.
____________________________
__________
__________


8.
____________________________
__________
__________


9.
____________________________
__________
__________


10.
____________________________
__________
__________

Codes for Student Behavior 


a.
Minor misbehavior 


b.
Serious misbehavior 

Codes for Teacher Responses 


a.
With-itness: spotted misbehavior early and accurately 


b.
Overlapping: while teaching 



1.
Moved closer to problem student 



2.
Made and held eye contact with problem student 



3.
Rested hand on student’s shoulder 



4.
Integrated off-task remark into teaching activities 



5.
Other (specify) 


c.
Used a desist; that is, told the student to stop the misbehavior. The desist was 



1.
Clear 



2.
Firm 



3.
Rough 


d.
Restated the rule or procedure for the student 


e.
Had the student identify the rule or procedure 



1.
Gave corrective feedback to the student if he or she did not understand the rule 


f.
Imposed a consequence 


g.
Changed activity 


h.
Other

Analysis and Reflection:  

What were the teacher’s most common responses to instances of minor misbehavior? Were these successful? Why or why not? What were the teacher’s most common responses to instances of serious misbehavior? Were these successful? Why or why not? Think through the range of options you will be likely to have for responding to misbehavior. Write at least two paragraphs about these options, and the kinds of situations in which they would be appropriately applied. 

