Activity 6.4: Analyzing Teacher-Made Tests 

Purpose:  

Making good tests is hard work. Some teachers do this task better than others. This tool is to help you gain practical knowledge about tests constructed by teachers. 

Directions:  

Obtain a copy of a test constructed by a teacher, either one of the teachers you have interviewed previously, a teacher with whom you are doing a practicum, or one of your college professors. 

Using the chart like the one below, perform three tasks. List in the left-hand column each question on the test and classify it as to its type (essay, multiple-choice, matching, etc.). Then make a tick in the cell of the chart that most accurately classifies the test item according to its knowledge dimension and cognitive process. You will note that the rows in the chart represent the various knowledge dimensions of Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy and the columns are the cognitive processes found in the taxonomy.
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Analysis and Reflection:  

Are most items in one cell, such as remembering factual information, or are they spread across a number of cells? How do you explain the pattern you found? How might these patterns influence you as you construct your own tests?

