Activity 6.6: Portfolio: Demonstrating My Skill for Performance Assessment 

Purpose:  

This portfolio activity will provide you with materials for your portfolio that demonstrate your understanding of and skill in developing and using some form of performance assessment. 

Directions:  

Create a performance assessment device and compare it to a more traditional test by completing the steps that follow. 

Step 1:  

Choose some topic or question from your field for which students can demonstrate their understanding or skill through some type of performance test. 

Step 2:  

Develop a traditional paper-and-pencil test to measure the understanding or skill. (Use test guidelines on pp. 235–238). 

Step 3:  

Next, develop a performance assessment and a scoring rubric for the same topic. Go back to Figures 6.6 and 6.7 for examples of how to do this. 

Step 4:  

Give both assessment devices to a few students you know. These could be students in a school where you have a practicum or they could be your college classmates. 

Step 5:  

Write a brief critique of your performance assessment describing its strengths and weaknesses. Also, provide your ideas about the use of performance assessment in your teaching field. 

Step 6:  

Arrange your assessment devices and your critique in your portfolio in a way that will let someone understand your grasp of performance assessment in a brief amount of time. 

