Activity 7.4: Observing Teacher Clarity 

Purpose:  

This activity refines understanding of how to achieve clarity. As described in the chapter, clarity has several ingredients, such as checking for student understanding and avoiding vagueness. These ingredients are listed here. 

Directions:  

Observe a teacher during a presentation for 10 to 15 minutes, then check how effectively you feel the teacher incorporated these indicators of clarity into his or her presentation.


Level of Effectiveness

Indicators of Clarity
High
Medium
Low
Not Done

Stated objectives
____
____
____
____ 

Made content organization explicit 
____
____
____
____

Used explaining links
____
____
____
____

Gave appropriate examples
____
____
____
____

Used the rule-example-rule technique
____
____
____
____

Used a variety of media
____
____
____
____

Made smooth transitions from one point to the next
____
____
____
____

Checked with students to verify understanding
____
____
____
____

Avoided vagueness
____
____
____
____

Other (specify) __________________
____
____
____
____

Analysis and Reflection:  

Write specific examples from the teacher’s presentation that reflect each indicator of clarity. Can you apply any of these examples to your own subject area or grade level? How might you adapt the others to fit your subject or grade level? Keep these ideas on file for future use.

