Activity 8.4: Observing Teacher Use of Practice 

Purpose:  

Practice is an important element in the direct instruction model and requires finesse to manage properly. Do this activity in the field to help refine your understanding of the use of practice. 

Directions:  

During skill lessons, observe a teacher each day for several days. Stay in the same subject area, and try to observe from the first day a skill is introduced to the last day it is covered. For example, you may watch a teacher introduce, develop, and review the skill of writing a business letter, multiplying by 5s, or cleaning a carburetor. Whatever the skill, pay close attention to how the teacher handles student practice. Use the questions below to guide your observation and reflection. 


1.
On the first day the skill was introduced, what type of practice assignment did the teacher make: guided practice, independent practice, or both? 



How much time was devoted to the practice segment in class? 



As homework? 




What proportion of the total lesson was devoted to practice? 




Describe the teacher’s behavior during the practice segment. 



Describe the students’ behavior during the practice segment. 


2.
As the skill was developed over one or a few days, what type of practice assignment did the teacher make: guided practice, independent practice, or both? 



How much time was devoted to the practice segment in class? 



As homework? 




What proportion of the total lesson was devoted to practice? 




Describe the teacher’s behavior during the practice segment. 



Describe the students’ behavior during the practice segment. 


3.
As the skill was reviewed, what type of practice assignment did the teacher make: guided practice, independent practice, or both? 



How much time was devoted to the practice segment in class? 



As homework? 




What proportion of the total lesson was devoted to practice? 




Describe the teacher’s behavior during the practice segment. 



Describe the students’ behavior during the practice segment. 

Analysis and Reflection:  

How did the teacher portion out practice? In other words, did you see massed or distributed practice, or both? At what points in the development of the skill were these observed: early on, during the development phase, or during review? Did the teacher give an indication that practice assignments were being matched to students’ developing ability to perform the skill? If so, how did the teacher gauge student performance? What kinds of teacher behavior characterized earlier skill lessons? Later skill lessons? What kinds of student behavior characterized earlier skill lessons? Later skill lessons? Do you think this teacher made wise decisions concerning provision for student practice? Why or why not? 

