Activity 9.3: Concept Analysis 

Purpose:  

It is imperative that a teacher carefully analyze any concept he or she is planning to teach. In order to communicate clearly to students what the concept is, what its attributes are, and what constitutes an example or non-example, the teacher needs to have an unshakably clear grasp of the concept. Use this activity as a planning guide to assist you in concept analysis. 

Directions:  

Select a concept for analysis that it is likely you will want to teach some day. Follow the steps listed below to analyze this concept. 


1.
Name the concept. 


2.
Define or state the rule for the concept. 


3.
List the critical attributes of the concept. 


4.
List the noncritical attributes that are related to the concept. 


5.
Select examples that highlight the critical attributes of the concept. 


6.
Select non-examples that are closely related to the concept. 

Analysis and Reflection:  

Try teaching your concept informally to a few friends. Did you discover any parts that were difficult for them to understand? Based on your friends’ feedback, refine your definition, attributes, and examples. Write a paragraph on what you learned about forming clear definitions, attributes, and examples. 

