Activity 9.4: Analyzing Curriculum Guides for
Concept Lessons 

Purpose:  

There are always more concepts that could be taught than there is time to teach. The purpose of this activity is to give you practice in making concept selection decisions. 

Directions:  

Obtain a teacher’s guide to a textbook in your subject area or grade level. Assume that you are planning a three-week unit on a major topic presented in the text. Select five concepts associated with this topic for inclusion in the unit based on the following: 

Step 1:  

List the main objectives for the unit and the key vocabulary (concepts). 

Step 2:  

List the concepts that are common to the vocabulary and main objectives list. These are probably the concepts that need to be developed by the teacher. 

Step 3:  

From the content of each lesson, select the five concepts to be taught and the sequencing of these concept lessons. Some may be developed prior to the lesson or, as in the case of the graphics organizer, taught concurrent with the lesson. 

Step 4:  

Chart the five concepts using the format recommended in Learning to Teach.

Step 5:  

Decide which model of concept teaching you will use to teach each concept. 

Analysis and Reflection:  

What factors did you consider in making these decisions? Was the time available an important consideration? Students’ prior knowledge? Availability of resources? Other considerations? Did you overlook any factors you should have weighed? Write a paragraph about the factors that enter into concept decisions. 

