Activity 10.3: Observing Small-Group Interaction 

Purpose:  

For cooperative learning to be a success, students must help each other learn. This tool will focus on how students behave when in their teams and will enhance your ability to spot off-task behavior. 

Directions:  

Observe a class during the team study phase of a cooperative learning lesson. Watch one of the teams; every 15 seconds, check off which of the following behaviors it exhibits.

Frequency
Group Activity

_______
1.
Reading (finding information and so forth)

_______
2.
Manipulating equipment

_______
3.
Task discussion, general participation

_______
4.
Task discussion, one or two students dominate

_______
5.
Procedural discussion

_______
6.
Observing

_______
7.
Nontask discussion

_______
8.
Procedural dispute

_______
9.
Substantive discussion, task relevant

_______
10.
Silence or confusion

_______
11.
Off task behaviors

_______
12.
Other (specify)

Analysis and Reflection:  

Were the students more often on or off task? If on task, what did the teacher do that contributed to on-task behavior? If off task, what could the teacher have done to prevent the off-task behavior? 

