Activity 10.5: Visiting the School’s Library, Media Center, and/or Computer Laboratory

Purpose:  

A vital component of the group investigation approach to cooperative learning is an adequate supply of resources that students can comb for information. This activity is designed to assist you in evaluating a school’s library or other source facility.

Directions:  

Visit a school library or other source facility, such as a media center or computer laboratory, and interview resource specialists. Find answers to the following questions. 


1.
Does the library have a substantial or minimal collection of print materials for student use? 


2.
To what degree does the media center or computer laboratory have materials and equipment available for student use? 


3.
If you were an elementary or secondary school student, would you find the library, media center, or computer laboratory a pleasant and conducive place to study? Why? Why not?


4.
What types of procedures does the librarian or specialist prefer when working with a teacher on group projects? 

a.
Policy about deadlines? 

b.
Policy about taking materials to the classroom? 

c.
Policy about small groups of students coming to the library on their own? 

d.
Policy about computer use? Use of Internet?

e.
Policy about resource specialists coming into the room and assisting students with their group investigations? 


5.
What are the main logistical drawbacks or weaknesses of the library, media center, or computer laboratory as a support system for group investigation? 

