Activity 11.4: Interviewing Teachers about Their Use of Problem-Based Learning 

Purpose:  

For many years, educators have promoted and fostered inquiry and discovery approaches to learning. Since Dewey’s time, teachers have been admonished to spend less time teaching low-level basic information to students and more time developing critical thinking skills and helping students construct their own knowledge. Some observers do not believe much progress has been made over the years. This activity will give you an opportunity to investigate beliefs held by experienced teachers about inquiry-oriented, problem-based instruction. 

Directions:  

Use the questions below as a guide for interviewing teachers about their use or non-use of problem-based learning. 


1.
In what situations in your teaching do you use teaching methods that might be classified as inquiry-oriented teaching or problem-based instruction? 


2.
What do you see as the major strengths of this type of teaching? 


3.
What do you see as the major drawbacks of this type of teaching? 


4.
Some people believe that American schools spend too much time teaching basic information and not enough time promoting higher-level thinking and problem solving. What do you think? 


5.
If you want to spend more time on problem-based learning in your classroom, are there barriers that prevent you from doing so? If so, what are they? 

