Activity 11.5: Portfolio: Designing and Illustrating
Problem Situations 

Purpose:  

Thinking up unique and interesting topics and situations for problem-based lessons is among the most difficult aspects of this model. The purpose of this portfolio activity is to help you gain skill in designing problem situations and to develop products of your work that can become part of your teaching portfolio. 

Directions:  

Follow the steps here to design two problem situations and to display them in words and pictures in your portfolio. 

Step 1:  

Choose two topical areas from one of your teaching fields for which you might someday use problem-based instruction. Choose one of these areas because it would lend itself to a few days of instruction. Choose the other because it would take several weeks to complete a problem-based lesson. 

Step 2:  

Make problem situations out of both topics and draw a web (see Chapter 9) showing how the problem situation can be divided into sub-topics. Put the sub-topics in some logical order, showing how they relate to one another. Use the criteria provided in this chapter to guide your problem selection. 

Step 3:  

Make a plan showing how you would visually illustrate and introduce the two problem situations. For one of the situations, assume that you are defining the problem for students. For the other, assume that you are helping students define the problem for themselves within the broad confines of your school curriculum. 

Step 4:  

Critique your work with a reflective essay. How appropriate were the problem situations you selected? What kinds of problems did you face in planning your introduction? 

Step 5:  

Arrange the following in your portfolio: the two problem situations, your introduction of them, pictures illustrating the problems for students, your web showing relationships among the sub-topics, and your reflective essay. 

