Activity 12.1: Assessing My Discussion and Discourse Skills 

Purpose:  

Use the chart below to assess your level of skill in building productive discourse systems and conducting effective discussions. 

Directions:  

Check the level of skill you think you have for the areas listed below.


Level of Understanding or Skill

Understanding or Skill 
High
Medium
Low

Planning tasks:


Considering purposes for discussions 
_______
_______
_______


Considering student skill prior to discussions
_______
_______
_______


Making plans for discussions
_______
_______
_______

Interactive tasks:


Focusing discussions
_______
_______
_______


Keeping discussions focused
_______
_______
_______


Keeping records of discussions 
_______
_______
_______


Listening to student ideas
_______
_______
_______


Using wait-time
_______
_______
_______


Responding to students’ answers
_______
_______
_______


Responding to students’ ideas
_______
_______
_______


Closing and debriefing discussions
_______
_______
_______

Evaluation and assessment:


Making plans for follow-up
_______
_______
_______


Grading
_______
_______
_______

Helping students become more effective in discourse systems:


Slowing down the pace
_______
_______
_______


Broadening participation
_______
_______
_______

