Activity 12.3: Observing Student Participation in Discussion 

Purpose:  

Broad student participation is an important goal in classroom discussions. This activity can be used to gather information about patterns of student participation in class discussions. 

Directions:  

Obtain a copy of the class seating chart or, if observing a small group, note everyone’s name and location on your paper. You can use a format like the one pictured here. Whenever a student contributes to the discussion, make a “tick” on your chart by that student’s name. 
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Analysis and Reflection:  

Who talks the most? The least? Is there an action zone, that is, an area of the room that the teacher seems to favor during whole-class discussions? Are there any sex differences in participation? Racial differences? Any other patterns observed? How might the quieter students be encouraged to participate? 

